SCott
cawley

PROVISION OF INFORMATION REGARDING APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING
PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, PARK CLOSE,
SALLYNOGGIN, CO. DUBLIN.

PREPARED FOR DUN LAOGHAIRE-RATHDOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

Project Reference: 150165
Rev, Status Author Reviewed By Approved By Issue Date
D01 Draft ) ACr PS 31.08.15

Scott Cawley, College House, Rock Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Ireland
=

Tel+353(1)676-9815  Fax +353(1) 676-9816




TABLE OF CONTENTS
3 [ §2 015 [V [t 1o o JURUUO OSSO OSSR SUUP TS PPPU 3
2 MethOdOIORY. iiuis... i i tnasni s e m ces e o oo SF SR ST G i A wad e p i b L s e 3

3 Conclusions of the Screening ASSesSSMENt...........ccurinsraresnmnessmsesssnisssssnsssrsssssssssnsssssssess 20
RO ENCRS i it e Fre s eme e i e s S SRS N TS e e S e bR e s it 2 1

LIST OF TABLES
Table 1 Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment ...................... 6
Table2  Analysis of European sites within 15Km.........ccuerieiniminmimieinsiesieennes 11

LIST OF FIGURES AND APPENDICES

Figure 1. All European sites within 15km of the site ..., 19

Proposed Residential Development 2 Provision of Information
Park Close, Sallynoggin, Co. Dublin for Appropriate Assessment



i scott
cawley

1 Introduction

The information in this report forms part of, and should be read in conjunction with the documentation
accompanying the Part VIN application for the proposed residential development at Park Close,
Sallynoggin, Co. Dublin.

This report which contains information required for the competent authority (in this instance Dan
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council) to undertake a screening exercise for Appropriate Assessment
(AA), was prepared by Scott Cawley Ltd. It provides information on and assesses the potential for the
proposed development to significantly affect European sites (hereafter ‘European sites’).

It is necessary that the proposal has regard to Article 6 of the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May
1992 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter “the
Habitats Directive”). This is transposed in Ireland primarily by the European Communities {Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.1. No. 477/2011) (hereafter the Birds and Habitats Regulations)
and the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 2010 as amended.

An AA is required if likely significant effects on European sites arising from a proposed development
cannot be ruled out at the screening stage, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.

Following the preparation of this report it was objectively concluded that there was no likelihood of any
significant effects on any European sites arising from the proposed development, either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects. Therefore it was our view that an Appropriate Assessment
was not required in this instance. The information in the tables below provide a summary of the
' information gathered for this screening exercise and the conclusions made.

2 Methodology

This Screening Statement for Appropriate Assessment was prepared with regard to the following
guidance documents, where relevant:

» Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities.
(Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 revision);

» Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning
Authorities. Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10;

e Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological
Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC {European
Commission Environment Directorate-General, 2001); hereafter referred to as the EC Article 6
Guidance Document. The guidance within this document provides a non-mandatory
methodology for carrying out assessments required under Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats
Directive;

* Guidance Document on Article 6(4} of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC. Clarification of the
Concepts of Alternative Solutions, Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest,
Compensotory Measures, Overall Coherence. Opinion of the European Commission (European
Commission, January 2007);

e Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat’s Directive 92/43/€EC (EC
Environment Directorate-General, updated April 2015); hereafter referred to as MN2000;

! Natura 2000 sites are defined under the Habitats Directive {Article 3) as a European ecological network of special area of
conservation composed of sites which host the natural habitat types listed in Annex | and habitats of the protected species
listed in Annex |l. The aim of the network is to aid the long-term survival of Europe's most valuable and threatened species and
habitats. in Irefand these sites are designated as Eurapean sites — defined under the Planning Acts and/or Birds and Habitats
Regulations as {a) a candidate site of Community importance, (b} a site of Community importance, {c) a candidate special area
of conservation, (d) a special area of conservation, (e} a candidate special protection area, or (f) a special protection area. They
are commonly referred to in (reland as Spectal Areas of Conservation [SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).
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e Guidelines for Good Practice Appropriate Assessment of Plans under Article 6(3) Habitats
Directive. Findings of an international workshop on Appropriate Assessment in Oxford,
December 2009% and,

s Communication from the Commission on the precautionary principle. European Commission
{2000b).

The above referenced guidance sets out a staged process for carrying out Appropriate Assessment. To
determine if Appropriate Assessment is required, documented screening is required. Screening
identifies the likely effects on European sites, if any, which would arise from a proposed plan or project,
either alone or in combination with other plans and projects, and further considers whether these
effects are likely to adversely affect the integrity of any European sites.

If the conclusions at the end of screening are that there is no likelihood of significant effects occurring
on any European sites, as a result of the proposed plan or project, either alone or in combination with
other plans and projects, then there would be no requirement to undertake Appropriate Assessment.

However, even if screening makes a finding of no significant effects, and therefore concludes that
Appropriate Assessment is not required, these findings must be clearly documented in order to provide
transparency of decision-making, and to ensure the application of the ‘precautionary principle”.

Screening for Appropriate Assessment involves the following:
e Determining whether a project or plan is directly connected with or necessary to the
conservation management of any European sites”;
e Describing the details of the project/plan proposals and other plans or projects that may
cumulatively affect any European sites (see Table 1);
e Describing the characteristics of relevant European sites (Table 2); and
e Assessing the likelihood and significance of effects on relevant European sites (see Table 2).

The information that was collected to allow the competent authority to screen the proposal was based
on a desktop study carried out on 31st August 2015. Information relied upon included the following
information sources, which included maps, ecological and water quality data:

s Ordnance Survey of Ireland mapping and aerial photography available from www.osi.ie;

¢ Online data available on European sites as held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service
{NPWS} from www.npws.ie;

e Information on land-use zoning from the online mapping of the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Government http://www.myplan.ie/en/index.html;

e Information on water guality in the area available from www.epa.ie;
e Information on the Eastern River Basin District from www.wfdireland.ie;

* Information on soils, geology and hydrogeology in the area available from www.gsi.ie;

¢ Information on the location, nature and design of the proposed development supplied by the
applicant’s design team;

¢ Information on the status of EU protected habitats and species in Ireland (National Parks &
Wildlife Service, 2013a & 2013b);

? Available online at http://www.levett-therivel.co.uk/AAguidelines.htm Accessed April 2013
? One of the primary foundations of the precautionary principle, and globally accepted definitions, results from the work of the
Ric Declaration, Principle #15 declaration notes:
"In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by States according to their
capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible domage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a
reason for postpening cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation.”
* In this instance the proposed development is not directly connected with or necessary to the conservation management of
any European sites.
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The following planning and policy documents were relevant to the subject lands, in particular with
regard to the assessment of other plans and projects with potential for cumulative effects:

e Din Laoghaire-Rathdown County Development Plan 2010-2016; and
e Eastern River Basin District, River Basin Management Plan 2009 — 2015.
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Figure 1. All European sites within 15km of the site

Proposed Residential Development
Park Close, Sallynoggin, Co. Dublin

19

Provision of Information
for Appropriate Assessment



scott *+
cawiley '

3 Conclusions of the Screening Assessment

Following an analysis of the proposed development and potential relationships with European sites, it
was our professional opinion that there will be no likelihood of significant effects on any European
sites and no impacts to European site integrity, either alone or in combination with other plans or
projects. Therefore it is our view that an Appropriate Assessment is not required.
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