Comhairle Contae County Council mhsirie Contae Dhin Laoghaire-Rath an Dain, Halla an Chontae, Din Langhaire, Co. Atha Cliath, Eire. Agé K6Cg
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, County Hatl, Ddn [aoghaire, Co, Dublin, ireland. Ag6 K6Cg

Nz dir /

T:01 205 4700 E:info@dlrcacoie W: www.dircocolde

Diin Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
Appropriate Assessment Screening Determination under the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 {(as amended)

Project Title: , Our Lady's Girls’ N.S. & Qur Lady's Boys’ N.S. - Safe Routes to School

Description of the Proposed Development:

Dan Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, in conjunction with An Taisce and the National Transport
Autharity (NTA), is proposing to improve road safety adjacent to Our Lady’s Girls’ N.S. Ballinteer Avenue,
Ballinteer, Dublin 16 and Qur Lady’s Boys’ N.S., Broadford Rise, Ballinteer, Dublin 16 as part of the NTA Safe
Routes to School (SRTS) Programme. The schools are adjacent to each other. The purpose of the SRTS
scheme is to make the areas immediately adjacent to the schools including school entrances and access
routes safer so that students can be encouraged and facilitated to walk and cycle to school, safely.

The proposed scheme consists of the following:

¢ Provision of enhanced pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of both school entrances. Segregate
pedestrian and cyclist access whilstimproving access routes to the schools by enhancing walking
and cycling infrastructure.

* Encourage drivers to slow down in the vicinity of the school via specific and eye-catching traffic
calming measures

s Girls National School entrance on Ballinteer Avenue: Provision of public reatm improvements,
which includes include continuous footpath at the entrance/exit to the petrol station and the car
park of 5t. John The Evangelist Church.

¢ Boys National School entrance on Broadford Rise: Provision of similar access and public realm
improvements to support safer pedestrian movement, improve visibility, and enhance the arrival
space at the school entrance. Construction of a raised table with zebra crossing and traffic
calming measures at the front of the school.

s Introduction of traffic calming and junction improvement measures on the surrounding road
network.

» Consideration of upgraded existing traffic warden crossing points to zebra crossings and school
zone treatments to support safer movement for children and accompanying adults.

»  Provision of ancillary placemaking and landscape measures, to create a safer and more attractive
environment around the schools.

The design features will be consistent with those proposed nationally under the NTA SRTS Programme.

Legislative Context:
This determination has considered the relevant legislative context as set out in the AA Screening report
including, but not limited to:
* Habitats Directive {Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of
Wild Fauna and Fiora).
¢ Birds Directive (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild hirds).

s European Communities {Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 {as amended) (8.I. No. 477
of 2011).

+ Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.
* Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

AA Screening Report:
The Active Travel Section, Infrastructure and Climate Change Department of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown




Combhairle Contae County Council mhairle Contae Dhin Laoghalre-Rath an Diin, Halla an Chontae, Ddn Laoghaire, Co. Atha Cliath, Eire. Ag6 X6Cg
Diin Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, County Hall, Din Laoghdire, Co, Dublin, Ireland, Ag6 K6Co

Nz dir /

T:0 2054706 E:info@dlrcocoie W: wwwdlrcocoie

County Council (DLRCC) commissioned Traynor Environmental Ltd. to prepare an AA Screening Report
{AASR) for the proposed Our Lady’s Girls” N.S. and our Lady’s Boys’ N.S. Safe Routes to School Schems
{SRT3).

The AASR has been examined and evaluated by Ger Ryan, Senior Planner, Planning & Economic
Department, and is satisfied thatthe AA Screening Report gives full consideration to the relevant Directives
and legislation and agrees with the contents and conclusion set out in the AASR and the reasons therein.

The likelihood for significant effects on the Natura 2000 site(s) will largely depend on the characteristics of
the source (e.g., nature and scale of construction work), the characteristics of the existing pathway and
the characteristics of the receptor. The AASR has considered potential effects which may arise during the
construction and operation phaseas because of the proposed development.

The AASR assessed all European Sites with potential source-pathway-recepior connectivity to the
proposed development. Fourteen European sites were identified: South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary
SPA, South Dublin Bay SAC, Glenasmole Valley SAC, Dalkey Island SPA, Rockahill to Dalkey Island SAC,
North Bulllstand SPA, North Dublin Bay SAC, North-West Irish Sea SPA, Howth Head SAC, Knocksink Wood
SAC, Ballyman Glen SAC, Bray Head SAC, Wicklow Mountains SAC, and Wicklow Mountains SPA. The
closest of these are the Wicklow Mountains SAC and Wicklow Mountains SPA which are located ca. 4.5km
and 4.7km south of the subject sitg, respectively. The AASR considers the site-specific conservation
objectives. The AASR determines that there is no hydrological connectivity between the proposed works
area and nearest SPA and SAC, or any other SPA/SPA within the wider potential zone of influence of the
site.

The report states that having regard to the nature, scale and location of the proposed works, there are no
pathways by which the development could give rise to direct, indirect or in-combination effects on any
Natura 2000 site within the potential Zone of Influence of the application site. There are no individual
elements of the proposed project that are likely to result in significant effects on any Natura 2000 site or
on the Qualifying Interests (Qis) or Special Conservation Interests for which these sites have been
designated. Furthermore, the separation distance between the proposed works area and the identified
Natura 2000 sites is sufficient to ensure that no impacts will arise when undertaking the proposed works.

Having regards to the lack of any impact pathway or ecological connectivity to the Natura 2000 sites
identified, it can be concluded, on the basis of objective scientific information, that the proposed
development, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will not have a significant
effect on any Natura 2000 site. Accordingly, no mitigation measures are required to avoid or reduce effects
on any Natura 2000 site.

The AASR concludes that, on the basis of objective information and in view of best scientific knowledge
and applying the precautionary principle, the proposed development, either individually or in combination
with other plans or projects, and without relying on any mitigation measures, is not likely to have a
significant effect on any European Site(s), in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, and there is no
reasonable scientific doubt in relation to this conclusion. Therefors, this proposed project does not need
to proceed to Stage |l of the Appropriate Assessment Process, i.e., a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).

The main reasons for this conclusion are as follows:

e The proposed development will not result in land use activities that have the potential to resultin
negative impacts to the qualifying features of interest of European Sites occurring in the
surrounding area.

s All Natura 2000 Sites are located at a sufficient distance where there is no potential for direct
effects as the proposed works areais located entirely outside the boundary of the European Sitas.
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o There arg no source-pathway-receptor linkages between the development site and SAC and
significant effects arising from pollution during the construction and operation of proposed
development can be ruled out.

* The in-combination assessment concludes that there are no likely significant effects at all
predicted when considering the proposed Scheme in combination with other projects or plans.

Determination:

Having regard to the foregoing, on the basis of objective information and in view of best scientific
knowledge and applying the precautionary principle, for the reasons set out above and in the AA Screening
Report, it has been concluded that the proposed development (Our Lady’s Girls’ N.S. and Our Lady’s Boys’
N.S. Safe Routes to School Scheme),individually or in combination with other plans or projects’, without
relying on any mitigation measures, will not have a significant effect on any European Sites, in view of the
sites’ conservation objectives, and that there is no reasonable scientific doubt in relation to this
conclusion.

Consequenitly, a Stage Two AA and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is not required.

Signature: Senior Planner, Planning Department
Nam Position / Department

Signatory (Approved Officer):

Director of vices, Planning & Economic Department

Name Position / Department
Delegation No. & J/ ?
Date: 2/ 2

The proposed scheme (Our Lady’s Girls’ N.S. and Our Lady’s Boys® N.S. Safe Routes to School) is being
promoted by the Active Travel Section, Infrastructure and Climate Change Department. This Appropriate
Assessment Screening Determination in respect of the proposed Safe Routes to School scheme has been
made by Paul Kennedy, Director of Services of the Planning and Economic Department to apply
appropriate functional separation in the carrying out of a Screening Determination for Appropriate
Assessment.

Iy Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be:
a) No alternative solution available,

b} Imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the plan to proceed; and

¢) Adequate compensatory measures in place.



