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Transboundary Environmental Public Consultati on
Decision on the extension of the operati onal life of the Doel 1 & 2 Nuclear Power Plants, 
located near the Port of Antwerp, Belgium
In accordance with the United Nati ons Economic Commission for Europe Conventi on on Environmental Impact Assessment 
in a Transboundary Context (the Espoo Conventi on) and Conventi on on Access to Informati on, Public Parti cipati on in 
Decision-making and Access to Justi ce in Environmental Matt ers (the Aarhus Conventi on), the Minister for Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage received noti fi cati on from the Belgian Minister for Energy, Environment and Sustainable 
Development, of the intended extension of the operati onal life of the Doel 1 & 2 nuclear power plants (NPPs) and the 
associated nuclear safety-related improvement works, inviti ng Ireland to parti cipate in transboundary public consultati on.

Doel 1 & 2 are two of Belgium’s seven nuclear power plants, and both have been in operati on since 1975. In 2003, the 
Belgian Government passed a law sti pulati ng that all nuclear power plants would be decommissioned 40 years aft er their 
industrial commissioning, meaning that Doel 1 & 2 were scheduled to cease operati ons in 2015. A subsequent law was 
passed in 2015 that extended the operati onal life of Doel 1 & 2 by 10 years, from 2015 to 2025. A ruling1 in the Court 
of Justi ce of the European Union determined that the decision by Belgian authoriti es to extend the operati onal life of 
the NPPs consti tuted a ‘project’ within the meaning of the EIA Directi ve (Directi ve 2011/92/EU), thus requiring that an 
environmental impact assessment take place, along with the associated transboundary consultati on.

For practi cal reasons, Belgian authoriti es decided to prepare two separate Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs), but 
have advised that they will need to be evaluated in conjuncti on. One report relates solely to the decision to extend the 
operati onal life of Doel 1 & 2. The second report concerns the nuclear safety-related improvement works which includes 
the constructi on of three new buildings on the site:

• Two buildings for hosti ng the Containment Filtered Venti ng System of the nuclear plant;

• One building housing the new fi re exti nguisher pump stati on.

The Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA), as the appropriate body in Ireland with experti se on radiati on policy, advised 
that Ireland should accept the invitati on from Belgium to parti cipate in the transboundary consultati on because although 
Ireland is outside the 300km range set by the Internati onal Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in its Ingesti on and Commoditi es 
Planning Distance (ICPD) modelling, Ireland is within the 1,000km range set as Zone 1 for emergency response purposes 
by the IAEA. Zone 1 States are considered more likely to be aff ected and so direct liaison is established with these States 
by the IAEA in the event of an emergency.

A member of the public may make a writt en submission or observati on in relati on to the potenti al transboundary 
environmental eff ects of the project, by sending them to their local planning authority, to be received by close of 
business on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at the latest. Submissions or observati ons should not be made to the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

Contact details for each planning authority are set out in the public consultati on noti ce, which is available to view in 
the public consultati on secti on of the website of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at 
www.gov.ie/housing. The following informati on will also be available for viewing on the DHLGH consultati on webpage; 
Noti fi cati ons received from Belgian authoriti es, digital copies of the environmental documentati on provided by Belgium 
to facilitate this public consultati on, that includes ; report on the justi fi ed safe conti nued operati on of Doel 1 & 2, 
Environmental Screening report by the Federal Agency for Nuclear Control (FANC), Environmental Impact Report and 
Extended Executi ve Summary concerning the nuclear safety-related improvement works, Non-Technical Summary of the 
Environmental Impact Report concerning the decision to extend the operati onal life of Doel 1 & 2, EPA advice on the 
FANC screening report . 

The public consultati on noti ce together with a printed copy of the documents referenced above which will be available for 
inspecti on, or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, during offi  ce hours at the offi  ce of 
each planning authority nati onwide, from today Wednesday 28 April 2021.

Due to social distancing measures introduced in response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, viewing may be by 
appointment only in local authority offi  ces. It is strongly advised to contact your local authority to clarify the positi on in this 
regard before travelling to view the documentati on.

In the interests of transparency, it should be noted that, following consultati on with the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage, each planning authority will forward all submissions or observati ons it receives through this 
public consultati on to the Belgian Minister for Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development and may also forward 
a summary of the submissions or observati ons to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage. Submissions 
or observati ons received, or a summary of same, may be published on the website of the Belgian Minister of Energy, 
Environment and Sustainable Development. The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage will not publish 
any submissions or observati ons or summary of same.
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