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CLIENT: Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
PROJECT NAME: Old Connaught Local Area Plan 2025 | .
SECTION: Draft Natura Impact Report

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

This Draft Natura Impact Report (Draft NIR) has been prepared in support of the Appropriate Assessment (AA)
of the Draft Old Connaught Local Area Plan 2025 (Draft LAP) in accordance with the requirements of Article 6(3)
of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as
amended) (hereafter referred to as the “Habitats Directive”).

This report is part of the ongoing AA process that is being undertaken alongside the preparation of the Draft
LAP. It will be considered, alongside other documentation prepared as part of this process, when Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council (DLR) finalises the AA at adoption of the Draft LAP.

1.2 Legislative Context

Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats
Directive) provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance. The Directive requires
that where a plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on a European Site, while not directly connected
with or necessary to the nature conservation management of the site, it will be subject to ‘Appropriate
Assessment’ to identify any implications for the European site in view of the site's Conservation Objectives.
Specifically, Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states:

"6(3) Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site
(Natura 2000 sites) but likely to have significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination
with other plans or projects, shall be subject to Appropriate Assessment of its implications for the
site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of
the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national
authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely
affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of
the general public."

These requirements are implemented in the Republic of Ireland by the European Communities (Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The competent authority must carry out a Screening for AA to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if the
proposed plan, individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant effect
on the European site. If it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the proposed plan,
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on a European
site, an AA of its implications for the European Site(s) in view of the Site’s conservation objectives must be
carried out.

The provisions of Article 6(3) do not apply where a proposed plan or project is ‘connected with or necessary to
the management of the site’. In this case, the Draft Plan is not directly connected with or necessary to the
management of any European site(s).

P23-328 www.fehilytimoney.ie
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1.3 Guidance

The assessment was conducted in accordance with the following guidance:

Fossitt, J. A. (2000). A guide to habitats in Ireland.

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities. National
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Dublin (2009, updated 2010);

Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28. European Commission 2013;

Scottish Natural Heritage. (2016). Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
Guidance.

Managing Natura 2000 sites. The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.
European Commission (2019). Brussels, (2019/C 33/01). OJ C 33, 25.1.2019.

Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological guidance
on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official
Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg (European Commission, 2002). This
document was updated by Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites -
Methodological guidance on Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. Commission
Notice (2021) Brussels, 28.9.2021 C (2021) 6913 final;

OPR Practice Note PNO1 Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, Office
of the Planning Regulator (2021).

Atkinson, S., Magee, M., Moorkens, E.A. & Heavey, M. (2024). Guidance on Assessment and
Construction  Management in  Margaritifera  Catchments in  Ireland.  https://e-
mussels.eu/europe/conservation-guidelines

1.4 Assessment Process and Approach

The process of determining the potential for likely significant effects from a proposed plan or project on
European sites is an iterative process centred around a Source-Pathway-Receptor (SPR) model. In order for a
likely significant effect to be established, all three elements of this mechanism must be in place. The absence
or removal of one of the elements of the mechanism is sufficient to conclude that a potential likely significant
effect is not of any relevance.

P23-328

Source(s) — e.g., pollutant run-off, noise, removal of vegetation etc.;

Pathway(s) — functional link, or ecological pathway e.g., groundwater connecting to nearby
qualifying wetland habitats; and,

Receptor(s) —the qualifying habitats and species of European sites and ecological resources
supporting those habitats/species.
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In the context of this report, a source is any identifiable element of the proposed plan that is known to interact
with the receiving environment. A receptor is the Qualifying Interests (Ql)* for an SAC or Special Conservation
Interests (SCI)? for an SPA or an ecological feature that is known to be utilised by the QI/SCI. In practice, the
term Qualifying Interests also applies to SCls (and is used in this document for simplicity). A pathway is any
connection or link between the source and the receptor.

The assessment commences with a description of the Draft Plan, and the associated sources for impacts to the
receiving environment. The type of impacts that are likely due to the plan (Source) are identified having regard
to the spatial and temporal scale of the plan, resource requirements and likely emissions. These sources are
then used to define the Zone of Influence (Zol) of the plan.

The European Commission Notice (2021) on the ‘Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000
sites — Methodological guidance on Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, states that in
identifying European sites (Natural 2000 sites), which may be affected by a plan or project, the following should
be identified:

e Any European sites geographically overlapping with any of the actions or aspects of the plan or
project in any of its phases, or adjacent to them;

e Any European sites within the likely Zol of the plan or project. European sites located in the
surroundings of the plan or project (or at some distance) that could still be indirectly affected by
aspects of the plan project, including as regards the use of natural resources (e.g., water) and various
types of waste, discharge or emissions of substances or energy;

e  European sites whose connectivity or ecological continuity can be affected by the plan or project.

The Zol of a plan is the geographical area over which it could affect the receiving environment in a way that
could have potential likely significant effects on the Qualifying Interests of a European site. The OPR (2021)
practice note states that the Zol must be established on a case-by-case basis using the SPR framework and not
by arbitrary distances (such as 15 km). Section 3 sets out the detailed rationale for the identification of relevant
European sites within the Zol based on the sources of impacts arising from the proposed plan. Subsequently,
an assessment is undertaken with respect to potential connectivity (Pathways) to European Sites and their
qualifying interests/special conservation interests are identified.

The potential for in-combination impacts with other plans and projects is also assessed having regard to the
identified impacts of the proposed plan along the ecological pathways identified to European sites.

The potential for likely significant effects on the European Sites within the Zol is examined having regard to the
sensitivity of each European site with pathways for impacts associated with the proposed plan on its own and
in-combination with other plans and projects.

1 SACs are areas designated under the Habitats Directive to conserve habitats listed in Annex | of the Directive and plant
and animal species listed in Annex II. Collectively these are referred to as the ‘Qualifying Interests’ or ‘Qls’ of the SAC.
2SPAs are sites classified under the Birds Directive to protect rare or vulnerable bird species listed in Annex | to the Directive
as well as regularly occurring migratory species and wetlands. Wetland habitats that support internationally important
populations of migratory birds may be coastal or inland. Collectively, these species and habitats are referred to as the
‘Special Conservation Interests’ of the SPA.
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Having regard to the European Commission Communication on the Precautionary Principle (European
Commission, 2021) the:

“absence of scientific evidence on the significant negative effect of an action cannot be used as

justification for approval of this action. When applied to Article 6(3) procedure, the precautionary
principle implies that the absence of a negative effect on Natura 2000 sites has to be demonstrated
before a plan or project can be authorised. In other words, if there is a lack of certainty as to whether
there will be any negative effects, then the plan or project cannot be approved.”

Where likely significant effects are determined to be likely, or where there is uncertainty regarding the potential
for likely significant effects, an NIR will need to be prepared for a plan.

The scope and content of the assessment in this instance was informed by the following:

The submissions received on the scope of the accompanying Strategic Environmental Assessment?
(SEA) process being undertaken on the LAP, including a submission received from the Department
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) on February the 9t" 2024.

The SEA Scoping Report prepared by CAAS Ltd for the Draft Plan.
The EPA's AA Geo Tool (this can be found here - https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool).

The National Parks and Wildlife (NPWS) website including mapping and available reports for
relevant sites and in particular sensitive qualifying interests/special conservation interests
described and their conservation objectives

DLR’s current County Development Plan and associated SEA Environmental Report and AA Natura
Impact Report.

A hydrogeological assessment undertaken by IE Consulting informed the assessment of impacts on
Groundwater Dependent Habitat present in the Zone of Influence of the Draft Plan.

3 SEA is the formal, systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or
programme before a decision is made to adopt it.

P23-328
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CLIENT: Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
PROJECT NAME: Old Connaught Local Area Plan 2025 | .

SECTION: Draft Natura Impact Report

2. DESCRIPTION OF DRAFT LOCAL AREA PLAN

2.1 Overview

The Draft LAP will set out a spatial framework for the future development of lands surrounding and including
the existing settlement of Old Connaught.

The Draft LAP has been prepared in accordance with a Specific Local Objective of the Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown
County Development Plan (DLR CDP) 2022-2028, which requires the preparation of a Local Area Plan for the Old
Connaught Area.

2.2 Plan Content

The Draft LAP sets out a strategic vision for the Old Connaught Area, which intends to support the growth of
the area as a sustainable urban village with a strong sense of place and integrating both the existing and planned
new communities. It is to incrementally grow the area to attract a variety of residents and families, providing
opportunities to avail of good access to neighbourhood facilities, transport options, social infrastructure and
recreational and amenity assets.

This strategic vision is supported by the following key elements:

° Sustainable Urban Village: To deliver a sustainable urban village at Old Connaught and provide a
range of facilities and services so that the existing and new residents can access most of their day-
to-day living needs within the area including housing, schools, childcare, local shops, community
facilities, amenity and recreational facilities.

° Character and Heritage: To protect and enhance the existing character and heritage of Old
Connaught and to integrate and manage new development in a manner which respects the areas
unique historical and natural setting, whilst acknowledging the development of new communities.

° Sustainable Transport and Movement: To manage existing and future transport demand at Old
Connaught in a sustainable manner by developing an integrated transport network with a focus on
active travel, permeability and connectivity, public transport facilities and a coherent vehicular
movement network.

° Sustainable Neighbourhoods and Quality Housing: To create and maintain successful urban
neighbourhoods with distinct character and identity which fosters a sense of community and active
citizenship, framed in a quality-built environment which provides a choice of quality new housing
options.

° Healthy Placemaking and Liveability: To underpin the spatial design of Old Connaught with a
coherent and connected network of strategic public open spaces to promote activity, health,
wellbeing, social interaction and community engagement, in order to support the existing and
planned new communities.

° Climate and Ecosystems: To progress the development of Old Connaught as a low carbon and
climate resilient community and provide a strategy for the integrated management of land, water
and living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way.

An overview of each chapter of the Draft LAP is presented in Table 2-1 below.

P23-328 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 5 of 64
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LAP Section/Chapter Overview

Chapter 1. Introduction
and Local Area Context

This chapter of the LAP sets out the vision for the Draft Plan, the legal framework
underpinning Local Area Plans, the local area context including demographics and the
various studies and assessments that have informed the LAP. A SWOC analysis sets
out the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Challenges of the area.

Chapter 2. Strategic
Planning Framework

This chapter of the LAP provides an overview of the statutory planning framework at
the national, regional and local levels which guides and informs the Draft Plan.

Chapter 3. Climate Action

This chapter of the LAP sets out how the Draft Plan implements, at the local level,
climate action objectives and policies, and demonstrates how the Old Connaught area
presents an opportunity to develop as a low carbon and climate resilient community.
The Chapter identifies the policies and objectives of the Draft Plan which contribute
to climate change adaptation or mitigation measures.

Chapter 4. Spatial
Strategy and Site
Development
Frameworks

This chapter of the LAP sets out the overall spatial strategy for the future development
of Old Connaught. Character Areas within the Draft Plan area are identified along with
urban design and built form parameters. Individual Site Development Frameworks for
each Character Area provide finer grain development guidance to guide future
development proposals. Future development will be required to accord with the
objectives set out in the Site Development Framework section for each Character
Area.

Chapter 5. Sustainable
Urban Village

This chapter of the LAP sets out the policy and objectives aimed at creating,
maintaining and integrating communities, neighbourhoods and residential amenities
at Old Connaught. A key focus of the final part of the Chapter is the delivery of a
multifunctional neighbourhood centre to serve planned population levels at Old
Connaught.

Chapter 6. Transport and
Movement

This chapter of the LAP details the main transport recommendations arising from the
Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) with a focus on walking, cycling, public
transport and vehicular movement.

Chapter 7. Green
Infrastructure and
Biodiversity

This chapter of the LAP sets out how green infrastructure and biodiversity will be
addressed in the Draft Plan area and acknowledges that planned change at Old
Connaught presents both challenges and opportunities for biodiversity, climate
resilience and green infrastructure.

Chapter 8. Open Space,
Parks and Recreation

This chapter of the LAP sets out a strategy for the provision of an integrated hierarchy
of public open spaces across the Old Connaught area to meet the needs of both the
existing and future residents of the new emerging community.

Chapter 9. Heritage and
Conservation

This chapter of the LAP details some elements of the background and history of the
area and includes some general policies for the conservation of heritage at Old
Connaught, in addition to more specific objectives relating to some of the areas
unique character, heritage and protected structures.

Chapter 10.
Infrastructure, Utilities
and Flood Risk

This chapter of the LAP sets out some of the recommendations and policies with
respect to utilities infrastructure including potable water, wastewater and drainage
infrastructure, electricity, gas and renewable energy, ICT/communications and waste
management. One of the assessments which has informed this Draft Plan is the
aforementioned Infrastructure Capacity Assessment Study.

P23-328
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LAP Section/Chapter Overview

The assessment of utilities infrastructure comprised a component part of the Study
which included recommendations in terms of infrastructure requirements to support
the sustainable development of Old Connaught. This Chapter also looks at flood risk
in the Draft Plan area.

Chapter 11. Phasingand | This chapter of the LAP sets out a phasing strategy to support the plan-led
Implementation development of new residential communities in Old Connaught. The phasing strategy
provides for the coordinated and incremental development of lands linked to the
delivery of enabling infrastructure. This Chapter also considers the implementation
phase and the measures to be taken to enable the objectives of the Draft Plan to be
realised.

Chapter 12. Monitoring This chapter of the LAP sets out a strategic monitoring framework focused on the
and Evaluation implementation of each of the Site Development Framework’s and the phasing of
development with a particular focus on strategic infrastructure delivery.

In addition to the Draft SEA Environmental Report and the Draft NIR, the Draft LAP is accompanied the following
suite of maps and appendices:

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

Statutory Planning Context

List of the Draft Plan Policies and Objectives
Acronyms and Glossary

Built Heritage

vk wn e

2.3 Relationship of the Plan with other Relevant Plans and Programmes

The Draft LAP sits within a hierarchy of legislation, plans, programmes, and strategies, which includes
international, EU, national, regional and local levels. The principal requirements in relation to international
Plans and Programmes have been incorporated into the national and regional Plans and Programmes. The Draft
LAP must comply with relevant higher-level legislation, plans and strategic actions.

The Draft LAP has been prepared in a manner that ensure it appropriately aligns with the DLR CDP, which was
subject to its own SEA and AA prior to adoption.
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SECTION: Draft Natura Impact Report

3. REPORT TO INFORM APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING

3.1 Introduction to Screening

This section of the report examines if the Draft LAP is likely to have a significant effect upon European Sites,
either alone or in combination with other projects or plans. It is used to inform the competent authorities AA
Screening Determination. The following is considered during this assessment:

e  Whether the Draft LAP introduces any sources of environmental or ecological impact.

e  Whether the Draft LAP can be excluded from AA requirements because it is directly connected with
or necessary to the management of a European Site.

e  Whether Draft LAP will have a likely significant effect on a European Site, either alone or in
combination with other projects or plans, in view of the site’s conservation objectives or if residual
uncertainty exists regarding potential likely significant effects.

Plans are screened out based on one or a combination of the following criteria:

e  Where it can be shown that there are no sources of environmental impact associated with a plan or
project.

e  Where there are no pathways such as hydrological links between a plan or project area, and relevant
European sites

e Where a European site is located at a distance from the plan or project area such that likely
significant effects are not foreseen;

e  Where known threats or vulnerabilities at a European site cannot be linked to potential likely
significant effects that may arise from a plan or project.

3.2 Potential Interactions of the Proposed Plan on the receiving environment

An assessment of potential sources of environmental impact associated with policies/objectives defined in the
Draft LAP - that may lead to likely significant effects on European sites - has been carried out. This assessment
has been undertaken having regard to the following source of impact criteria defined in the European
Commission (2021) guidance document and the OPR (2021) practice note.

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration;
e  Surface water run-off carrying suspended silt and contaminants, into local watercourses;
e Changes to groundwater quality, yield and/or flow paths associated with the proposed project;

e Plan related activities (noise, vibration, lighting, human presence, structures, etc) leading to
disturbance / displacement of species;

e  Planrelated activities leading to a reduction in species populations / density;
e  Air pollution due to dust and other airborne emissions; and

e Disturbance and potential spread of invasive species

P23-328 www.fehilytimoney.ie
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This assessment is presented in Appendix 1. All policies and objective in the Draft LAP that have the potential
to generate environmental impacts that may result in likely significant effects on European sites have been
identified. An overview of the potential impacts associated with the implementation of the Draft LAP is
presented in the bullet points below:

° Environmental effects due both construction and operation of development and associated
infrastructure.
° Loss of/damage to biodiversity in designated sites (including European sites and Wildlife Sites) and

Annexed habitats and species, listed species, ecological connectivity and non-designated habitats;
and disturbance to biodiversity and flora and fauna.

° Habitat loss, fragmentation and deterioration, including patch size and edge effects.

° Disturbance (e.g. due to noise and lighting along transport corridors) and displacement of
protected species.

° Potential interactions of effects upon environmental vectors such as water and air.

° Adverse effects from amenity and recreation.

° Damage to the hydrogeological and ecological function of the soil resource.

° Adverse effects upon the status of water bodies arising from changes in quality, flow and/or
morphology.

° Increase in the risk of flooding.

° Failure to provide adequate and appropriate waste water treatment (water services infrastructure

and capacity is needed to ensure the mitigation of potential conflicts).

° Emissions to air including dust and other emissions.

These impacts are further examined in defining the Zol of the Draft LAP to identify likely significant effects
through a SPR assessment.

All policies and objectives defined in the Draft LAP are considered in this assessment with respect to the integrity
of all relevant European sites identified - considering the sensitivities/vulnerabilities of the Qls and SCls in
relation to all potential sources for effects and potential pathways for such effects. Where sources and
pathways for effects are identified potential effects will be assessed in relation to the SSCOs.

3.3 European Sites within the Zone of Influence

The OPR (2021) AA Screening practice note states that the Zol must be established on a case-by-case basis using
the SPR model. The SPR model has been used to identify the Zol to ensure that relevant European sites are
identified. The SPR model minimises the risk of overlooking distant or obscure effect pathways, while also
avoiding an over reliance on buffer zones (e.g. 15 km), within which all European sites should be considered.
This approach follows the DoEHLG (2009 rev 2010) guidance on AA which states that:

“For projects, the distance could be much less than 15 km, and in some cases less than 100m, but
this must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis with reference to the nature, size and location of the
project, and the sensitivities of the ecological receptors, and the potential for in combination effects”

In order for a likely significant effect to occur, all three elements of this mechanism must be in place. The

absence of one of the elements of the mechanism means there is no likelihood for the significant effect to occur.
Draft Plan impacts are essentially the ‘source’ in the SPR model.
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These impacts may be very localised and confined to defined area with no potential connectivity to a European
site and therefore no potential for likely significant effects. Alternatively, where an ecological or functional
pathway exists they may give rise to a potential likely significant effect to a Qualifying Interest of a European
site.

The potential sources of impact associated with Draft LAP policies and objectives have been considered when
defining the Zol of the Plan (as identified in Appendix 1).

The dominant ecological pathways that have been considered are presented below:

e Direct physical interactions or changes to the local environment;
e airdispersal (noise, dust, odour emissions etc.);
e hydrological interactions; and,

e dispersal patterns of mobile species.

Having regard to the above, and considering the Precautionary Principle, the Zol of the Draft LAP has been
defined as:

e All European sites located either solely or partially in the Plan area;
e all European sites within 15 km of the Plan area;

e all European Sites hydrologically or ecologically connected to the Plan Area.

Further detail on criteria used to define the Zone of Influence of the Draft LAP can be found in Appendix 2

European sites in and surrounding the Plan area are mapped in Figure 3-1. A map showing hydrological
connectivity between the Plan area and European sites immediately surrounding the Plan area is provided in
Figure 3-2.

Background information (such as that within Ireland’s Article 17 Report to the European Commission, site
synopses and Natura 2000 standard data forms) has been considered during the assessment, as necessary.

Conservation objectives that have been considered by the assessment are included in the following National
Parks and Wildlife Service documents:

° NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Ballyman Glen SAC [IE0000713] Version 1.

° NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Knocksink Wood SAC [IE0000725] Version 1.

° NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Bray Head SAC [IE0000714] Version 1.

° NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC [IE0O003000] Version 1.
° NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Mountains SAC [IE0002122] Version 1.

° NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Mountains SPA [IE0004040] Version 1.

° NPWS (2020) Conservation Objectives: Glen of the Downs SAC [000719]. Version 1.

° NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Dalkey Islands SPA [IE0004172] Version 1.

° NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA
[IE0004024] Version 1.

° NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for South Dublin Bay SAC [IE0000210] Version 1.
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° NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Carriggower Bog SAC [IEO000716] Version 1.

° NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for The Murrough Wetlands SAC [IE0002249] Version 1.
° NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for The Murrough SPA [IE0004186] Version 1.

° NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for North Bull Island SPA [IE0004006] Version 1.

° NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for North Dublin Bay SAC [IE0000206] Version 1.

° NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Glenasmole Valley SAC [IE0001209] Version 1.

° NPWS (2023) Conservation Objectives for North-west Irish SEA SPA [004236] Version 1.

° NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA [004063] Version 1.

The assessment considers available conservation objectives. Since conservation objectives focus on maintaining
the favourable conservation condition of the Qls/SCIs of each site, the screening process concentrated on
assessing the potential likely significant effects of the Draft LAP against the Qls/SCls of each site (having regard
to identified potential sources of impact associated with Draft LAP policies/objectives). The conservation
objectives for each site were consulted throughout the assessment process.
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3.4 In-Combination Effects With Other Plans And Programmes

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires an assessment of a plan or project to consider other plans or
programmes that might, in combination with the plan or project, have the potential to result in likely significant
effects on European sites. All plans, programmes and legislation that has the potential to interact with the Draft
LAP and cause such likely significant in-combination effects to European sites have been identified and are
presented in Appendix 3. The environmental effects of these plans, programmes and legislation were
considered throughout the assessment.

The Draft LAP sits within a hierarchy of statutory documents setting out public policy for, among other things,
land use planning, infrastructure, sustainable development, recreation, environmental protection and
environmental management, which have been subject to their own environmental assessment processes, as
relevant. The Draft LAP must comply with relevant higher-level strategic actions.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) sets out Ireland’s planning policy direction for the next 20 years. The
NPF is to be implemented through Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) and lower tier County
Development Plans. The RSES for the Eastern and Midland Region sets out objectives for land use planning,
tourism, infrastructure, sustainable development, environmental protection and environmental management
that have been subject to environmental assessment and must be implemented through the Draft LAP. As
required by the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the Draft LAP is consistent with the
objectives of the DLR CDP, the RSES and the NPF.

In order to be realised, projects supported by the Draft LAP (in a similar way to other projects from any other
sector) will have to comply, as relevant, with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including
requirements for lower-tier AA, Environmental Impact Assessment and other licencing requirements as
appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and consent-granting framework.

All projects within the Draft LAP area and receiving environment will be considered in combination with any
and all lower tier projects that may arise due to the implementation of the Draft LAP. Given the uncertainties
that exist with regard to the scale and location of developments facilitated by the Draft LAP, it is recognised
that the identification of likely significant in-combination effects is limited and that the assessment of likely
significant in-combination effects will need to be undertaken in a more comprehensive manner at the project-
level.
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3.6 AA Screening Conclusion
On the basis of the findings of the AA Screening exercises, it is concluded that the Draft LAP:

e Isnot directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.

e Individually or in-combination with other plans or projects, has the potential to have likely,
significant effects on 10 No. European sites, in view of site conservation objectives and best scientific
knowledge.

Therefore, an NIR must be prepared for the Draft LAP.
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4. DRAFT NATURA IMPACT REPORT

4.1 Introduction

The Draft NIR assesses whether the Draft LAP alone, or in-combination with other plans, programmes, and/or
projects, would result in adverse effects on the integrity of the European sites brought forward from screening
(those considered in Section 3 for which there is potential for 'Likely Significant Effects,’ with respect to site
structure, function and/or conservation objectives).

4.2 Characterisation of European sites Potentially Affected

The AA Screening identified European sites with pathway receptors for potential effects arising from the
implementation of the Draft LAP. Appendix 4 characterises each of the qualifying features of all European sites
brought forward from screening in context of each of the sites’ vulnerabilities. Each of these site
characterisations were taken from the NPWS website.

4.3 Characterisation Potential Effects

A characterisation of potential effects on the relevant European sites is presented in Table 4-1.

Site Code

000713

Site Name

Ballyman Glen SAC

Characterisation of Potential Effects

The known threats and pressures for this site relate to agriculture,
forestry, infrastructure, mining/ resource extraction, hydrological
interactions, land use management, land use change, and waste
management.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including the
development of housing, transport and renewable energy|
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of this
European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation off
developments.

e Hydrological/hydrogeological changes.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure the
implementation of the Draft LAP does not result in adverse effects on
this European site.

000725

Knocksink Wood SAC

The known threats and pressures for this site relate to forestry, land
use change, waste management, infrastructure, agriculture, poor
conservation management, unsocial behaviour, recreation, land use

change, and invasive species.

P23-328

www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 29 of 64



Old Connaught Local Area Plan 2025

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
Natura Impact Report L'

Site Code Site Name Characterisation of Potential Effects

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.
e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure the
implementation of the Draft LAP does not result in adverse effects on
this European site.

003000 Rockabill to Dalkey Island SACjthe known threats and pressures for this site relate to noise nuisance
and pollution, utility and service lines, commercial fishing, shipping
lanes, discharges, removal of sediments, siltation rate changes,
dumping and depositing of dredged deposits.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Hydrological/hydrogeological changes.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP)
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004040 Wicklow Mountains SPA [The known threats and pressures for this site relate to interpretative
centres, Peat extraction, Walking, horse riding and non-motorised
vehicles, Grazing, Paths, tracks, cycling tracks, Sylviculture, forestry

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.
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Site Name

Characterisation of Potential Effects

Site Code

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP|
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004172

Dalkey Islands SPA

The known threats and pressures for this site include recreational
activities such as walking, horse riding, non-motorised vehicles,
expansion of urban areas, human habitation, grazing and nautical
sports.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Hydrological/hydrogeological changes.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004024

South Dublin Bay and River
Tolka Estuary SPA

The known threats and pressures for this site relate to urbanised
areas, human habitation, Bait digging or collection, Leisure fishing,
eutrophication (natural), Discharges, nautical sports, reclamation of]
land from sea, estuary or marsh, roads, motorways, walking, horse
riding and non-motorised vehicles, Industrial or commercial areas.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP|
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.
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Site Name

Characterisation of Potential Effects

Site Code

004186

The Murrough SPA

The known threats and pressures for this SAC relate to walking,
horse-riding and non-motorised vehicles, Railway lines, TGV,
Fertilisation

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

o Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft Plan
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004006

North Bull Island SPA

The known threats and pressures for this site relate to shipping
lanes, other patterns of habitation, roads, motorways, nautical
sports, walking, horse riding and non-motorised vehicles, bridge,
viaduct, Interpretative centres, golf course, continuous urbanisation,
discharges, bait digging or collection, industrial or commercial areas.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP|
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004236

North-west Irish Sea SPA

The known threats and pressures for this site relate to agriculture,
forestry, peat extraction, renewable energy, shipping, fishing,
invasive species, problematic native species, pests and pathogens,
sport, tourism and leisure, marine particulate pollution, aquaculture,
interspecific relations.
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Site Code Site Name Characterisation of Potential Effects

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council [

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft LAP|
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

004063 Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA  IThe known threats and pressures for this site relate to hunting,
nautical sports, forest planting on open ground, leisure fishing, a
bridge, and a viaduct.

The Draft LAP provides for future land use development, including
the development of housing, transport and renewable energy
infrastructure. Such development may result in environmental
impacts that result in adverse effects on the qualifying features of
this European site such as:

e Habitat destruction/fragmentation/deterioration.

e Discharges of emissions from the construction or operation
of developments.

e Development or activity leading to disturbance to or impacts
on species.

Mitigation measures are therefore required to ensure Draft Plan
implementation does not result in adverse effects on this European
site.

Assessment of potential effects on European sites is conducted utilising the SPR model. The 2001 European
Commission AA guidance outlines the following potential changes that may occur at a designated site, which
may result in effects on the integrity and function of that site. These include: loss/reduction of habitat area;
habitat or species fragmentation; disturbance to key species; reduction in species density; changes in key
indicators of conservation value (water quality etc.); and climate change. The Draft LAP may result in such
changes and adverse effects on the above European sites.

4.3.1 Loss/Reduction of Habitat Area

The Draft LAP provides a framework for granting consent for land use developments and activities across
various sectors (see Section 2) for the Plan Area. Potential adverse effects arising from developments and
activities include land take, habitat destruction, disturbance effects, light pollution, dust, hydrological
interactions, airborne pollution and excessive noise.
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Some European sites have the potential to be adversely affected from the implementation of the Draft LAP.
Various measures have been integrated into the Draft LAP with the objective of ensuring that there are no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European Site as a result of loss of habitat or supporting habitat for
species that are necessary to maintain the integrity of European Sites. Similar measures are defined in the
higher-order DLR CDP, which applies to the Plan area in this case. These measures are presented in Table 4-2
and will ensure there is no loss of habitat or supporting habitat for species that are necessary to maintain the
integrity of European sites throughout the lifetime of the Draft LAP.

Plan Ref. Policy/Objective

LAP OCLAP41 It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the
Draft Plan area is consistent with the dIr Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030’,
to ensure that the tree cover is managed, and developed to optimise the environmental,
climatic and educational benefits, which derive from an ‘urban forest’, and holistic ‘urban
forestry’ approach.

LAP GIB4 It is an Objective to seek to:

e Protect, preserve, restore and enhance ecological connectivity within the Draft
Plan area and beyond and to restore and mitigate fragmentation of ecological
corridors.

e Encourage the design and function of green infrastructure to support the
movement of species across the area.

e Facilitate the creation of new wildlife corridors within new development sites that
connect to the wider landscape, as part of the development management process
for planning applications in the Draft Plan area.

LAP GIB7 Itis an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the Draft
Plan area, where practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement and
planting. The retention and protection of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows shall
accord with the requirements of the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP OCLAP38 It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas
of Conservation and proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

LAP OCLAP39 It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the Ballyman
Glen SAC or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the
area shall be assessed collaboratively at planning application stage by a
hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the requirement
to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in
order to maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-
specific assessment shall be required for development proposals situated in the
catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact  groundwater  through  emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes. Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface water and groundwater.
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Ref.

GIB14

Policy/Objective

It is an Objective in accordance with the Green Infrastructure Strategy
of the dIr County Development Plan 2022 - 2028 to seek opportunities
where appropriate to open wup culverted elements of watercourses, to
facilitate weir removal where appropriate and reconnect the riverine
habitats. Any such proposals shall have regard to SFRA and Appropriate
Assessment requirements.

LAP

OCLAP40

It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to
inform development decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dir County
Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

OCLAP59

It is Policy to ensure the implementation of the surface water legislation ‘Environmental
Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009’ to ensure that development permitted
will not have an unacceptable impact on water quality including surface waters, ground
water, river corridors, estuarine waters, bathing waters, coastal and transitional waters.
Development within the Draft Plan area shall comply with the Policies and Objectives of
the dir County Development Plan relating to protection of existing water and drainage
infrastructure.

LAP

OCLAP58

It is Policy to:

e Ensure the protection of groundwater resources and associated habitats and
species in accordance with the EU Groundwater Directive. All new planning
applications within the LAP area shall have regard to the likely impacts the
proposed development may have on groundwater resources.

e Ensure that planning applications take into account any existing groundwater
protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones and/or the likely
impacts that the development may have on groundwater.

LAP

OCLAP55

It is Policy to facilitate compliance with the requirements of the EU Water Framework
Directive and any relevant legislation. In this regard, the Council will facilitate compliance
with the relevant objectives and measures set out in the ongoing ‘River Basin
Management Plan’ (2022- 2028) and associated Programme of Measures, where
relevant.

Applications for development under this LAP must demonstrate that the proposal for
development would not adversely affect a water body’s ability to meet its objectives
under the Water Framework Directive, individually as a result of the proposed
development or cumulatively, in combination with other developments.

LAP

OCLAP26

It is a Policy, where practicable and possible, to protect existing green infrastructure and
encourage and facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the creation,
management, restoration and enhancement of our natural and semi natural areas.

LAP

GIB13

It is an Objective to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the
biodiversity associated with watercourses and their riparian (bankside) habitats, in line
with the overarching objectives set out in the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB11

It is an Objective that:

e Proposals for strategic infrastructure include an appropriate level of
tree/hedgerow planting.
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Ref.

Policy/Objective

e The provision of new strategic infrastructure is subject to environmental
constraints, including those related to habitats and potential impacts such as
disturbance from lighting. Examples of project level mitigation will include
minimising river crossings, avoiding sensitive habitats, not increasing barriers to
flood waters and sustainable design and construction techniques.

LAP

GIB12

It is an Objective to support and promote tree planting and urban greening as part of the
public realm at Old Connaught.

LAP

GIB15

It is an Objective that proposals for development demonstrate at preplanning and
application stage how biodiversity has informed scheme layout and design. Applicants
are encouraged, where appropriate, to pilot the Biodiversity Net Gain Approach (BNG)
for development.

LAP

OCLAP42

It is a Policy to ensure biodiversity is factored into nature based solutions when
developing proposals within the Draft Plan area.

CDP

Gl1

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important hedgerows/tree lines, where
appropriate, within the LAP lands (including those identified in the ‘DLR Biodiversity
Action Plan, 2021-2025’ and the dIr Hedgerow review and evaluation (2021) and any
hedgerows which form part of townland boundaries) and promote native hedgerow
enhancement and planting.

CDbP

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular,
the natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and
Internationally important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)
and Ramsar sites (wetlands) - as well as non-designated areas of high nature conservation
value known as locally important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping Stones’ for the
purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.

CDP

GIB19

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity,
including European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with
relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans
and Guidelines.

CDP

GIB21

It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural
Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council
policy to promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’
conservation status of habitats and species within these areas.

CDbP

GIB22

It is a Policy Objective to protect and promote the conservation of biodiversity in areas
of natural heritage importance outside Designated Areas and to ensure that notable
sites, habitats and features of biodiversity importance - including species protected
under the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000, the Birds Directive 1979, the Habitats Directive
1992, Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011, Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Annex |
habitats, local important areas, wildlife corridors and rare species - are adequately
protected. Ecological assessments will be carried out for all developments in areas that
support, or have potential to support, features of biodiversity importance or rare and
protected species and appropriate mitigation/ avoidance measures will be implemented.
In implementing this policy, regard shall be had to the Ecological Network, including the
forthcoming DLR Wildlife Corridor Plan, and the recommendations and objectives of the
Green City Guidelines (2008) and ‘Ecological Guidance Notes for Local Authorities and
Developers’ (Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Version 2014).
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Ref.

GIB23

Policy/Objective

It is a Policy Objective to protect the Ecological Network which will be integrated into the
updated Green Infrastructure Strategy and will align with the DLR County Biodiversity
Action Plan. Creating this network throughout the County will also improve the ecological
coherence of the Natura 2000 network in accordance with Article 10 of the Habitats
Directive. The network will also include non-designated sites.

CDP

GIB24

It is a Policy Objective to maintain and protect the natural character and ecological value
of the river and stream corridors in the County and where possible to enhance existing
channels and to encourage diversity of habitat and nature-based solutions that
incorporate biodiversity features. It is also policy (subject to the sensitivity of the
riverside habitat), to provide public access to riparian corridors, to promote improved
passive recreational activities.

CbP

GIB25

It is a Policy Objective to retain and protect hedgerows in the County from development,
which would impact adversely upon them. In addition, the Council will promote the
protection of existing site boundary hedgerows and where feasible require the retention
of these when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments. The
Council will promote the County’s hedgerows by increasing coverage, where possible,
using locally native species and to develop an appropriate code of practice for road
hedgerow maintenance. The Council will promote the protection of existing hedgerows
when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments.

4.3.2

Habitat or species Fragmentation

The Draft LAP provides a framework for granting consent for land use developments and activities across
various sectors (see Section 2). Potential adverse effects arising from developments and activities include the
fragmentation of habitat and or species through, for example, light pollution, habitat loss or removal of stepping
stone habitats.

The Draft LAP and higher-order CDP includes measures to minimise potential fragmentation and to facilitate
the enhancement of ecological corridors such as riparian zones, planting of native tree species, management of
habitats such as woodlands and minimising inappropriate lighting. These measures are presented in Table 4-3.
These measures will ensure that habitat or species fragmentation does not occur in relation to the connectivity
of the ecological resources necessary to maintain the integrity of European Sites.

MET

LAP

Ref.

OCLAP41

Objective/Policy

It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the
Draft Plan area is consistent with the dir Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030’,
to ensure that the tree cover is managed, and developed to optimise the
environmental, climatic and educational benefits, which derive from an ‘urban forest’,
and holistic ‘urban forestry’ approach.

LAP

GIB4

It is an Objective to seek to:

e Protect, preserve, restore and enhance ecological connectivity within the Draft
Plan area and beyond and to restore and mitigate fragmentation of ecological
corridors.

e Encourage the design and function of green infrastructure to support the
movement of species across the area.
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Ref.

Objective/Policy

e Facilitate the creation of new wildlife corridors within new development sites that
connect to the wider landscape, as part of the development management process
for planning applications in the Draft Plan area.

LAP

GIB7

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the
Draft Plan area, where practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement
and planting. The retention and protection of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows
shall accord with the requirements of the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

OCLAP26

It is a Policy, where practicable and possible, to protect existing green infrastructure
and encourage and facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the creation,
management, restoration and enhancement of our natural and semi natural areas.

LAP

GIB13

It is an Objective to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the
biodiversity associated with watercourses and their riparian (bankside) habitats, in line
with the overarching objectives set out in the dIr County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

OCLAP59

It is Policy to ensure the implementation of the surface water legislation ‘Environmental
Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009’ to ensure that development permitted
will not have an unacceptable impact on water quality including surface waters, ground
water, river corridors, estuarine waters, bathing waters, coastal and transitional waters.
Development within the Draft Plan area shall comply with the Policies and Objectives of
the dIr County Development Plan relating to protection of existing water and drainage
infrastructure.

LAP

OCLAP58

It is Policy to:

e Ensure the protection of groundwater resources and associated habitats and
species in accordance with the EU Groundwater Directive. All new planning
applications within the LAP area shall have regard to the likely impacts the
proposed development may have on groundwater resources.

e Ensure that planning applications take into account any existing groundwater
protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones and/or the likely
impacts that the development may have on groundwater.

LAP

OCLAP55

It is Policy to facilitate compliance with the requirements of the EU Water Framework
Directive and any relevant legislation. In this regard, the Council will facilitate
compliance with the relevant objectives and measures set out in the ongoing ‘River
Basin Management Plan’ (2022- 2028) and associated Programme of Measures, where
relevant.

Applications for development under this LAP must demonstrate that the proposal for
development would not adversely affect a water body’s ability to meet its objectives
under the Water Framework Directive, individually as a result of the proposed
development or cumulatively, in combination with other developments.

LAP

OCLAP38

It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas
of Conservation and proposed Natural Heritage Areas.
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OCLAP39

Objective/Policy

It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the
Ballyman Glen SAC or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE)
within the area shall be assessed collaboratively at planning application stage by a
hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the requirement
to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in
order to maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-
specific assessment shall be required for development proposals situated in the
catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact groundwater through emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes. Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface water and groundwater.

LAP

GIB14

It is an Objective in accordance with the Green Infrastructure Strategy of the dIr County
Development Plan 2022 - 2028 to seek opportunities where appropriate to open up
culverted elements of watercourses, to facilitate weir removal where appropriate and
reconnect the riverine habitats. Any such proposals shall have regard to SFRA and
Appropriate Assessment requirements.

LAP

OCLAP40

It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to
inform development decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dir County
Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB15

It is an Objective that proposals for development demonstrate at preplanning and
application stage how biodiversity has informed scheme layout and design. Applicants
are encouraged, where appropriate, to pilot the Biodiversity Net Gain Approach (BNG)
for development.

LAP

OCLAP42

It is a Policy to ensure biodiversity is factored into nature based solutions when
developing proposals within the Draft Plan area.

CDP

Gl1

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important hedgerows/tree lines, where
appropriate, within the LAP lands (including those identified in the ‘DLR Biodiversity
Action Plan, 2021-2025’ and the dIr Hedgerow review and evaluation (2021) and any
hedgerows which form part of townland boundaries) and promote native hedgerow
enhancement and planting.

CDP

Gl6

It is an objective that the design of lighting within the LAP area should seek to minimise
light pollution and adverse effects on bat species.

CDP

GI7

It is an objective that where development sites adjoin an ecologically sensitive area
adequate buffer areas shall be provided. In accordance with the County Development
Plan ecological and hedgerow assessment shall be carried out for such developments.

CDP

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular,
the natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and
Internationally important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)
and Ramsar sites (wetlands) - as well as non-designated areas of high nature
conservation value known as locally important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping
Stones’ for the purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.

CDP

GIB19

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity,
including European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with
relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans
and Guidelines.
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Plan Ref. Objective/Policy

CbP GIB21 It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural
Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council
policy to promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’
conservation status of habitats and species within these areas.

CDP GIB22 It is a Policy Objective to protect and promote the conservation of biodiversity in areas
of natural heritage importance outside Designated Areas and to ensure that notable
sites, habitats and features of biodiversity importance - including species protected
under the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000, the Birds Directive 1979, the Habitats Directive
1992, Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011, Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Annex |
habitats, local important areas, wildlife corridors and rare species - are adequately
protected. Ecological assessments will be carried out for all developments in areas that
support, or have potential to support, features of biodiversity importance or rare and
protected species and appropriate mitigation/ avoidance measures will be
implemented. In implementing this policy, regard shall be had to the Ecological
Network, including the forthcoming DLR Wildlife Corridor Plan, and the
recommendations and objectives of the Green City Guidelines (2008) and ‘Ecological
Guidance Notes for Local Authorities and Developers’ (DuUn Laoghaire-Rathdown
Version 2014).

CDP GIB23 It is a Policy Objective to protect the Ecological Network which will be integrated into
the updated Green Infrastructure Strategy and will align with the DLR County
Biodiversity Action Plan. Creating this network throughout the County will also improve
the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network in accordance with Article 10 of
the Habitats Directive. The network will also include non-designated sites.

CDP GIB24 It is a Policy Objective to maintain and protect the natural character and ecological
value of the river and stream corridors in the County and where possible to enhance
existing channels and to encourage diversity of habitat and nature-based solutions that
incorporate biodiversity features. It is also policy (subject to the sensitivity of the
riverside habitat), to provide public access to riparian corridors, to promote improved
passive recreational activities.

CDbP GIB25 It is a Policy Objective to retain and protect hedgerows in the County from
development, which would impact adversely upon them. In addition, the Council will
promote the protection of existing site boundary hedgerows and where feasible require
the retention of these when considering a grant of planning permission for all
developments. The Council will promote the County’s hedgerows by increasing
coverage, where possible, using locally native species and to develop an appropriate
code of practice for road hedgerow maintenance. The Council will promote the
protection of existing hedgerows when considering a grant of planning permission for
all developments.

4.3.3 Disturbance to Key Species

The Draft LAP provides a framework for granting consent for land use developments and activities across
various sectors. Disturbance effects are caused by any activity or development that has potential to alter the
movement patterns or distribution of species, for example direct disturbance through human
activity/movement as a result of human activity/movement or noise pollution.
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Noise and light will be managed through provisions such as GI6 and GI7 in the DLR CDP. Other disturbance
effects could relate to a reduction in habitat quality for species. Measures to ensure the protection of habitat
quality defined in the Draft LAP and DLR CDP are presented in Table 4-4.

Plan Ref. Objective/Policy

LAP GIB8 It is an Objective to promote and encourage planting of native tree and hedgerow
species and to provide sufficient buffer to allow for wildlife corridors in new
developments across the Draft Plan area.

LAP GIB6 It is an Objective that the design of lighting within the Draft Plan area should seek to
minimise light pollution and adverse effects on bat species, badgers and otters.

LAP OCLAP38 It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas
of Conservation and proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

LAP OCLAP39 It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the
Ballyman Glen SAC or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE)
within the area shall be assessed collaboratively at planning application stage by a
hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the requirement
to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in
order to maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-
specific assessment shall be required for development proposals situated in the
catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact groundwater through emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes. Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface water and groundwater.

LAP OCLAP40 It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to
inform development decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dir County
Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP OCLAP26 It is a Policy, where practicable and possible, to protect existing green infrastructure
and encourage and facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the creation,
management, restoration and enhancement of our natural and semi natural areas.

LAP GIB13 It is an Objective to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the
biodiversity associated with watercourses and their riparian (bankside) habitats, in line
with the overarching objectives set out in the dIr County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP OCLAP41 It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the
Draft Plan area is consistent with the dir Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030’,
to ensure that the tree cover is managed, and developed to optimise the
environmental, climatic and educational benefits, which derive from an ‘urban forest’,
and holistic ‘urban forestry’ approach.

LAP GIB4 It is an Objective to seek to:

Protect, preserve, restore and enhance ecological connectivity within the Draft Plan
area and beyond and to restore and mitigate fragmentation of ecological corridors.
Encourage the design and function of green infrastructure to support the movement of
species across the area.

Facilitate the creation of new wildlife corridors within new development sites that
connect to the wider landscape, as part of the development management process for
planning applications in the Draft Plan area.
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Ref.

GIB7

Objective/Policy

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the
Draft Plan area, where practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement
and planting. The retention and protection of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows
shall accord with the requirements of the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB9

It is an Objective to:

® Require that where the boundaries of sites incorporate or are adjacent to existing
trees and hedgerows to be retained, these shall be utilised as part of the boundary.

¢ Encourage the retention of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments to
prevent loss and fragmentation, where practically possible.

CbP

Gl1

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important hedgerows/tree lines, where
appropriate, within the LAP lands (including those identified in the ‘DLR Biodiversity
Action Plan, 2021-2025’ and the diIr Hedgerow review and evaluation (2021) and any
hedgerows which form part of townland boundaries) and promote native hedgerow
enhancement and planting.

CbP

Gl6

It is an objective that the design of lighting within the LAP area should seek to minimise
light pollution and adverse effects on bat species.

CDP

GI7

It is an objective that where development sites adjoin an ecologically sensitive area
adequate buffer areas shall be provided. In accordance with the County Development
Plan ecological and hedgerow assessment shall be carried out for such developments.

CDP

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular,
the natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and
Internationally important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)
and Ramsar sites (wetlands) - as well as non-designated areas of high nature
conservation value known as locally important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping
Stones’ for the purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.

CDP

GIB19

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity,
including European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with
relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans
and Guidelines.

CDbP

GIB21

It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural
Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council
policy to promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’
conservation status of habitats and species within these areas.

CDP

EI8

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of the groundwater resources in and
around the County and associated habitats and species in accordance with the
Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC and the European Communities Environmental
Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations, 2010. In this regard, the Council will support the
implementation of Irish Water’s Water Safety Plans to protect sources of public water
supply and their contributing catchment.

CDP

EI15

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that the design of external lighting schemes minimise
the incidence of light spillage or pollution in the immediate surrounding environment
and has due regard to the residential amenity of surrounding areas.
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4.3.4 Reduction in species density

Species densities are reliant on species distributions, habitat condition, connectivity of ecological resources and
availability of resources such as prey/food. The Draft LAP introduces potential sources for adverse effects to
affect these four determinant factors for species densities in the form of construction phase effects such as
habitat destruction, light pollution, hydrological interaction or operational effects such as disturbance effects,
habitat encroachment and trampling. Measures defined in the Draft LAP and the high-order CDP to prevent
adverse effects on species density are presented in Table 4-5.

Plan Ref. Objective/Policy

OCLAP59 It is Policy to ensure the implementation of the surface water legislation ‘Environmental
Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009’ to ensure that development permitted
will not have an unacceptable impact on water quality including surface waters, ground
LAP water, river corridors, estuarine waters, bathing waters, coastal and transitional waters.
Development within the Draft Plan area shall comply with the Policies and Objectives of
the dir County Development Plan relating to protection of existing water and drainage
infrastructure.

LAP OCLAP58 It is Policy to:

e Ensure the protection of groundwater resources and associated habitats and
species in accordance with the EU Groundwater Directive. All new planning
applications within the LAP area shall have regard to the likely impacts the
proposed development may have on groundwater resources.

e Ensure that planning applications take into account any existing groundwater
protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones and/or the likely
impacts that the development may have on groundwater.

LAP OCLAP55 It is Policy to facilitate compliance with the requirements of the EU Water Framework
Directive and any relevant legislation. In this regard, the Council will facilitate compliance
with the relevant objectives and measures set out in the ongoing ‘River Basin
Management Plan’ (2022- 2028) and associated Programme of Measures, where
relevant.

Applications for development under this LAP must demonstrate that the proposal for
development would not adversely affect a water body’s ability to meet its objectives
under the Water Framework Directive, individually as a result of the proposed
development or cumulatively, in combination with other developments.

LAP OCLAP26 It is a Policy, where practicable and possible, to protect existing green infrastructure and
encourage and facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the creation,
management, restoration and enhancement of our natural and semi natural areas.

LAP GIB13 It is an Objective to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the
biodiversity associated with watercourses and their riparian (bankside) habitats, in line
with the overarching objectives set out in the dIr County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP OCLAP41 It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the
Draft Plan area is consistent with the dIr Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030’,
to ensure that the tree cover is managed, and developed to optimise the environmental,
climatic and educational benefits, which derive from an ‘urban forest’, and holistic ‘urban
forestry’ approach.
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Ref.

GIB4

Objective/Policy

It is an Objective to seek to:

e Protect, preserve, restore and enhance ecological connectivity within the Draft
Plan area and beyond and to restore and mitigate fragmentation of ecological
corridors.

e Encourage the design and function of green infrastructure to support the
movement of species across the area.

e Facilitate the creation of new wildlife corridors within new development sites that
connect to the wider landscape, as part of the development management process
for planning applications in the Draft Plan area.

LAP

GIB7

Itis an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the Draft
Plan area, where practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement and
planting. The retention and protection of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows shall
accord with the requirements of the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB9

It is an Objective to:

* Require that where the boundaries of sites incorporate or are adjacent to existing trees
and hedgerows to be retained, these shall be utilised as part of the boundary.
* Encourage the retention of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments to
prevent loss and fragmentation, where practically possible.

LAP

GIB6

It is an Objective that the design of lighting within the Draft Plan area should seek to
minimise light pollution and adverse effects on bat species, badgers and otters.

LAP

OCLAP38

It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas
of Conservation and proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

LAP

OCLAP39

It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the Ballyman
Glen SAC or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the
area shall be assessed collaboratively at planning application stage by a
hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the requirement
to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in
order to maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-
specific assessment shall be required for development proposals situated in the
catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact groundwater  through  emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes. Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface water and groundwater.

LAP

GIB14

It is an Objective in accordance with the Green Infrastructure Strategy of the dIr County
Development Plan 2022 - 2028 to seek opportunities where appropriate to open up
culverted elements of watercourses, to facilitate weir removal where appropriate and
reconnect the riverinehabitats. Any such proposals shall have regard to SFRA and
Appropriate Assessment requirements.

OCLAP40

It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to
inform development decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dir County
Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB8

Itis an Objective to promote and encourage planting of native tree and hedgerow species
and to provide sufficient buffer to allow for wildlife corridors in new developments across
the Draft Plan area.
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Ref.

GIB6

Objective/Policy

It is an Objective that the design of lighting within the Draft Plan area should seek to
minimise light pollution and adverse effects on bat species, badgers and otters.

CbP

Gl1

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important hedgerows/tree lines, where
appropriate, within the LAP lands (including those identified in the ‘DLR Biodiversity
Action Plan, 2021-2025’ and the dir Hedgerow review and evaluation (2021) and any
hedgerows which form part of townland boundaries) and promote native hedgerow
enhancement and planting.

CbP

Gl6

It is an objective that the design of lighting within the LAP area should seek to minimise
light pollution and adverse effects on bat species.

CDP

Gl7

It is an objective that where development sites adjoin an ecologically sensitive area
adequate buffer areas shall be provided. In accordance with the County Development
Plan ecological and hedgerow assessment shall be carried out for such developments.

CDP

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular,
the natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and
Internationally important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)
and Ramsar sites (wetlands) - as well as non-designated areas of high nature conservation
value known as locally important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping Stones’ for the
purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.

CDP

GIB19

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity,
including European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with
relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans
and Guidelines.

CDP

GIB21

It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural
Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council
policy to promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’
conservation status of habitats and species within these areas.

CDP

GIB22

It is a Policy Objective to protect and promote the conservation of biodiversity in areas
of natural heritage importance outside Designated Areas and to ensure that notable
sites, habitats and features of biodiversity importance - including species protected
under the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000, the Birds Directive 1979, the Habitats Directive
1992, Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011, Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Annex |
habitats, local important areas, wildlife corridors and rare species - are adequately
protected. Ecological assessments will be carried out for all developments in areas that
support, or have potential to support, features of biodiversity importance or rare and
protected species and appropriate mitigation/ avoidance measures will be implemented.
In implementing this policy, regard shall be had to the Ecological Network, including the
forthcoming DLR Wildlife Corridor Plan, and the recommendations and objectives of the
Green City Guidelines (2008) and ‘Ecological Guidance Notes for Local Authorities and
Developers’ (Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Version 2014).

CbP

GIB23

It is a Policy Objective to protect the Ecological Network which will be integrated into the
updated Green Infrastructure Strategy and will align with the DLR County Biodiversity
Action Plan. Creating this network throughout the County will also improve the ecological
coherence of the Natura 2000 network in accordance with Article 10 of the Habitats
Directive. The network will also include non-designated sites.
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Plan Ref. Objective/Policy

It is a Policy Objective to maintain and protect the natural character and ecological value
of the river and stream corridors in the County and where possible to enhance existing
channels and to encourage diversity of habitat and nature-based solutions that
incorporate biodiversity features. It is also policy (subject to the sensitivity of the
riverside habitat), to provide public access to riparian corridors, to promote improved
passive recreational activities.

CDbP GIB24

It is a Policy Objective to retain and protect hedgerows in the County from development,
which would impact adversely upon them. In addition, the Council will promote the
protection of existing site boundary hedgerows and where feasible require the retention
of these when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments. The
Council will promote the County’s hedgerows by increasing coverage, where possible,
using locally native species and to develop an appropriate code of practice for road
hedgerow maintenance. The Council will promote the protection of existing hedgerows
when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments.

CDP GIB25

It is a Policy Objective to prepare an ‘Invasive Alien Species Action Plan’ for the County
which will include actions in relation to Invasive Alien Species (IAS) surveys, management
and treatment and to also ensure that proposals for development do not lead to the
spread or introduction of invasive species. If developments are proposed on sites where
invasive species are or were previously present, the applicants will be required to submit
a control and management program for the particular invasive species as part of the
planning process and to comply with the provisions of the European Communities Birds
and Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011).

CDbP GIB28

It is a Policy Objective:

e To ensure the delivery of the relevant policies and objectives of the River Basin
Management Plan for Ireland 2018 — 2021 and any subsequent plan, including
those relating to protection of water status, improvement of water status,

CDP EI5 prevention of deterioration and meeting objectives for designated protected sites.

e To support Irish Water in its implementation of Water Quality Management Plans
for ground, surface, coastal and estuarine waters as part of the implementation of
the EU Water Framework Directive. To support Irish Water in the development of
Drinking Water Protection Plans.

It is a Policy Objective to require that all developments relating to water supply and
wastewater treatment are subject to screening for Appropriate Assessment to ensure
CDP EI7 there are no likely significant effects on the integrity, defined by the structure and
function, of any European sites and that the requirements of Article 6 of the EU Habitats
Directive are met. (Consistent with RPO 10.7 of the RSES).

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of the groundwater resources in and
around the County and associated habitats and species in accordance with the
Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC and the European Communities Environmental
Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations, 2010. In this regard, the Council will support the
implementation of Irish Water’s Water Safety Plans to protect sources of public water
supply and their contributing catchment.

CDP EI8

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that the design of external lighting schemes minimise
CDP EI15 the incidence of light spillage or pollution in the immediate surrounding environment and
has due regard to the residential amenity of surrounding areas.
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Objective/Policy

It is a Policy Objective to implement the provisions of water pollution abatement
CDP EI16 measures in accordance with national and EU Directives and other legislative
requirements in conjunction with other agencies as appropriate.

4.3.5 Changes of Indicators of Conservation Value

Indicators of conservation value are identified as key ecological resources such as water quality, air quality,
habitat quality, population health of ecosystem engineers or ‘keystone species’ etc. Land use development
supported by the Draft LAP could result in negative effects on these indicators (e.g., through construction run-
off, construction dust, development relate noise and emissions etc.) Emissions to air also have potential to
adversely affect the conservation status of European Sites.

Various provisions have been included in the higher-order CDP, such as El14, with the objective of protecting
air quality. Additionally, measures in the Draft LAP and CDP provide broader scope to ensure the protection of
indicators of conservation value, including the wider landscape associated with riparian zones and habitats
sensitive to hydrological interactions. Measures defined in the Draft LAP and Higher-order CDP to prevent
adverse effects on European sites are presented in Table 4-6.

Ref. Objective/Policy

LAP OCLAP59 It is Policy to ensure the implementation of the surface water legislation ‘Environmental
Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009’ to ensure that development permitted
will not have an unacceptable impact on water quality including surface waters, ground
water, river corridors, estuarine waters, bathing waters, coastal and transitional waters.
Development within the Draft Plan area shall comply with the Policies and Objectives of
the dir County Development Plan relating to protection of existing water and drainage
infrastructure.

LAP OCLAP58 It is Policy to:

e Ensure the protection of groundwater resources and associated habitats and
species in accordance with the EU Groundwater Directive. All new planning
applications within the LAP area shall have regard to the likely impacts the
proposed development may have on groundwater resources.

e Ensure that planning applications take into account any existing groundwater
protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones and/or the likely
impacts that the development may have on groundwater.

LAP OCLAP55 It is Policy to facilitate compliance with the requirements of the EU Water Framework
Directive and any relevant legislation. In this regard, the Council will facilitate compliance
with the relevant objectives and measures set out in the ongoing ‘River Basin
Management Plan’ (2022- 2028) and associated Programme of Measures, where
relevant.

Applications for development under this LAP must demonstrate that the proposal for
development would not adversely affect a water body’s ability to meet its objectives
under the Water Framework Directive, individually as a result of the proposed
development or cumulatively, in combination with other developments.
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Ref.

OCLAP41

Objective/Policy

It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the
Draft Plan area is consistent with the dIr Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030,
to ensure that the tree cover is managed, and developed to optimise the environmental,
climatic and educational benefits, which derive from an ‘urban forest’, and holistic ‘urban
forestry’ approach.

LAP

GIB7

Itis an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the Draft
Plan area, where practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement and
planting. The retention and protection of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows shall
accord with the requirements of the dir County Development Plan 2022-2028.

LAP

GIB9

It is an Objective to:

e Require that where the boundaries of sites incorporate or are adjacent to existing
trees and hedgerows to be retained, these shall be utilised as part of the boundary.

e Encourage the retention of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments
to prevent loss and fragmentation, where practically possible.

LAP

GIB8

Itis an Objective to promote and encourage planting of native tree and hedgerow species
and to provide sufficient buffer to allow for wildlife corridors in new developments across
the Draft Plan area.

LAP

OCLAP38

It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas
of Conservation and proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

LAP

OCLAP39

It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the Ballyman
Glen SAC or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the
area shall be assessed collaboratively at planning application stage by a
hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the requirement
to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in
order to maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-
specific assessment shall be required for development proposals situated in the
catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact groundwater  through  emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes. Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface water and groundwater.

LAP

GIB14

It is an Objective in accordance with the Green Infrastructure Strategy of the dIr County
Development Plan 2022 - 2028 to seek opportunities where appropriate to open up
culverted elements of watercourses, to facilitate weir removal where appropriate and
reconnect the riverine habitats. Any such proposals shall have regard to SFRA and
Appropriate Assessment requirements.

LAP

OCLAP40

It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to
inform development decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dir County
Development Plan 2022-2028.

CDbP

Gl1

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important hedgerows/tree lines, where
appropriate, within the LAP lands (including those identified in the ‘DLR Biodiversity
Action Plan, 2021-2025’ and the dIr Hedgerow review and evaluation (2021) and any
hedgerows which form part of townland boundaries) and promote native hedgerow
enhancement and planting.
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Ref.

Gl7

Objective/Policy

It is an objective that where development sites adjoin an ecologically sensitive area
adequate buffer areas shall be provided. In accordance with the County Development
Plan ecological and hedgerow assessment shall be carried out for such developments.

CDP

CS10

Itis a Policy Objective to implement a programme for the preparation of Local Area Plans
and to prioritise areas in accordance with the overarching strategic objectives of the Core
Strategy including those areas which are experiencing and/or likely to experience large
scale development or regeneration.

CbP

PHP24

It is a Policy Objective to protect the green belt areas and restrict residential
development.

CDP

T25

It is a Policy Objective that where projects for new roads, identified under Section 5.8,
are not already provided for by existing plans/ programme or are not already permitted,
that the feasibility of progressing these projects shall be examined, taking into account
environmental sensitivities as identified in the SEA Environmental Report (including
greenhouse gas emissions and other emissions to air) and the objectives of the Plan
relating to sustainable mobility. A Corridor and Route Selection Process will be
undertaken where appropriate, for relevant new road infrastructure in two stages: Stage
1 — Route Corridor Identification, Evaluation and Selection and Stage 2 — Route
Identification, Evaluation and Selection. In implementing this Objective, the Council will
comply with any national policy or guidelines issued relating to the assessment of
greenhouse gas emissions and other emissions to air for new transport projects.

CDP

E20

It is a Policy Objective to support the transition to a low carbon economy.

CDP

GIB2

It is a Policy Objective to continue to protect, manage and plan to conserve, maintain or
enhance the distinctive characteristics of the County’s landscapes, townscapes and
seascapes in accordance with the recommended strategies as originally outlined in the
Landscape Character Assessment (2002 and since updated), in accordance with the ‘Draft
Guidelines for Landscape and Landscape Assessment’ (2000) as issued by the
Department of Environment and Local Government, in accordance with the European
Landscape Convention (Florence Convention) and in accordance with ‘A National
Landscape Strategy for Ireland — 2015-2025’. The Council shall implement any relevant
recommendations contained in the Department of Arts, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht’s
National Landscape Strategy for Ireland, 2015 - 2025.

CDP

GIB4

It is Policy Objective to conserve and enhance existing High Amenity Zones and to seek
to manage these and other areas to absorb further recreational uses and activity without
damaging their unique character

CDP

GIB12

It is a Policy Objective to promote, protect and enhance sustainable and appropriate
access to the natural heritage of the County, where practicable, in a balanced way while
protecting the natural heritage of the County.

CDP

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular,
the natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and
Internationally important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)
and Ramsar sites (wetlands) - as well as non-designated areas of high nature conservation
value known as locally important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping Stones’ for the
purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.
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It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity,
including European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with

DP IB1
¢ GIB19 relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans
and Guidelines.
It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural
cDP GIBY1 Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council

policy to promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’
conservation status of habitats and species within these areas.

It is a Policy Objective to protect and promote the conservation of biodiversity in areas
of natural heritage importance outside Designated Areas and to ensure that notable
sites, habitats and features of biodiversity importance - including species protected
under the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000, the Birds Directive 1979, the Habitats Directive
1992, Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011, Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Annex |
habitats, local important areas, wildlife corridors and rare species - are adequately
CDbP GIB22 protected. Ecological assessments will be carried out for all developments in areas that
support, or have potential to support, features of biodiversity importance or rare and
protected species and appropriate mitigation/ avoidance measures will be implemented.
In implementing this policy, regard shall be had to the Ecological Network, including the
forthcoming DLR Wildlife Corridor Plan, and the recommendations and objectives of the
Green City Guidelines (2008) and ‘Ecological Guidance Notes for Local Authorities and
Developers’ (Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Version 2014).

It is a Policy Objective to protect the Ecological Network which will be integrated into the
updated Green Infrastructure Strategy and will align with the DLR County Biodiversity
CDP GIB23 Action Plan. Creating this network throughout the County will also improve the ecological
coherence of the Natura 2000 network in accordance with Article 10 of the Habitats
Directive. The network will also include non-designated sites.

It is a Policy Objective to maintain and protect the natural character and ecological value
of the river and stream corridors in the County and where possible to enhance existing
channels and to encourage diversity of habitat and nature-based solutions that
incorporate biodiversity features. It is also policy (subject to the sensitivity of the
riverside habitat), to provide public access to riparian corridors, to promote improved
passive recreational activities.

CDP GIB24

It is a Policy Objective to retain and protect hedgerows in the County from development,
which would impact adversely upon them. In addition, the Council will promote the
protection of existing site boundary hedgerows and where feasible require the retention
of these when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments. The
Council will promote the County’s hedgerows by increasing coverage, where possible,
using locally native species and to develop an appropriate code of practice for road
hedgerow maintenance. The Council will promote the protection of existing hedgerows
when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments.

CbP GIB25

It is a Policy Objective that all new developments in areas served by a public foul
sewerage network connect to the public sewerage system, either directly or indirectly. It
is a Policy Objective to promote the changeover from septic tanks to collection networks
CDP EI3 where this is feasible and to strongly discourage the provision of individual septic tanks
and domestic wastewater treatment systems in order to minimise the risk of
groundwater and surface water pollution. It is a Policy Objective to prohibit multiple
dwelling units discharging to communal wastewater treatment systems.
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It is a Policy Objective to require all development proposals to provide a separate foul

CDP El4 . . . .
and surface water drainage system — where practicable. (Consistent with RPO 10.12)

It is a Policy Objective:

To ensure the delivery of the relevant policies and objectives of the River Basin
Management Plan for Ireland 2018 — 2021 and any subsequent plan, including those
relating to protection of water status, improvement of water status, prevention of
CDP EI5 deterioration and meeting objectives for designated protected sites.

To support Irish Water in its implementation of Water Quality Management Plans for
ground, surface, coastal and estuarine waters as part of the implementation of the EU
Water Framework Directive. To support Irish Water in the development of Drinking
Water Protection Plans.

It is a Policy Objective that all new developments in areas served by a public foul
sewerage network connect to the public sewerage system, either directly or indirectly. It
is a Policy Objective to promote the changeover from septic tanks to collection networks
where this is feasible and to strongly discourage the provision of individual septic tanks
and domestic wastewater treatment systems in order to minimise the risk of
groundwater and surface water pollution. It is a Policy Objective to prohibit multiple
dwelling units discharging to communal wastewater treatment systems.

CDP EI3

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that all development proposals incorporate Sustainable
CDP El6 Drainage Systems (SuDS).

It is a Policy Objective to require that all developments relating to water supply and
wastewater treatment are subject to screening for Appropriate Assessment to ensure
there are no likely significant effects on the integrity, defined by the structure and
function, of any European sites and that the requirements of Article 6 of the EU Habitats
Directive are met. (Consistent with RPO 10.7 of the RSES).

CDP EI7

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of the groundwater resources in and
around the County and associated habitats and species in accordance with the
Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC and the European Communities Environmental
CDP EI8 Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations, 2010. In this regard, the Council will support the
implementation of Irish Water’s Water Safety Plans to protect sources of public water
supply and their contributing catchment.

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that all new development proposals include a Drainage
Impact Assessment that meets the requirements of the Council’s Development
Management Thresholds Information Document (see Appendix 3) and the Stormwater
Management Policy (See Appendix 7.1).

CDP EI9

It is a Policy Objective to work alongside Irish Water to minimise the number and
frequency of storm overflows of sewage to watercourses and to establish, in co-
operation with the adjoining Local Authorities and Irish Water, a consistent approach to
CDP EI10 the design, improvement and management of these intermittent discharges to ensure
that the needs of the Region’s receiving waters are met in a cost effective manner.
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It is a Policy Objective:

To implement the provisions of national and EU Directives on air and noise pollution and
other relevant legislative requirements in conjunction with other agencies as
CDP E114 appropriate. (Consistent with RPO 10.10 of the RSES) To maintain and manage a Dublin
County ambient air quality monitoring network in conjunction with the EPA and TIl and
to make available to the public the resulting air quality measurements via the EPA
website www.epa.ie/air/quality. To support the implementation of objectives of the
‘Dublin Agglomeration Environmental Noise Action Plan 2018-2023’.

It is a Policy Objective to implement the provisions of water pollution abatement
CDP ElI16 measures in accordance with national and EU Directives and other legislative
requirements in conjunction with other agencies as appropriate.

4.3.6 Climate Change

The Draft LAP includes provisions that potentially conflict with climate mitigation and provisions that will help
to contribute towards climate mitigation. Chapter 3 of the Draft LAP pertains to Climate Action and contains
policy in support of the strategic policy ambitions of the DLR CDP, where the creation of a climate-resilient
County is particularly important in the context of the United-Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Section
3.6.1 of the DLR CDP outlines the Council's approach to supporting the implementation of flood risk measures,
and includes the following text in relation to managing flood risk and biodiversity:

"Existing wetland Habitats within the County which serve as flood protection/management
measures shall be managed and enhanced."

Greenhouse gas emissions arising from the development supported by the Draft Plan will not affect changes
projected to arise from climate change to the degree that it would affect the Qls or SCIs of the European Sites
considered.

Avariety of policies defined in both the Draft LAP and higher order CDP will serve to minimize the carbon impact
of settlement in the area and improve climate resilience, indirectly benefiting biodiversity components. These
are presented in table 4-7.

Plan Ref. Objective/Policy

OCLAP1 It is Policy to progress the development of Old Connaught as a low carbon and climate

LAP e .
resilient community.

It is a Policy Objective that spatial and infrastructure planning are consistent with
climate mitigation and adaptation objectives. When it is available, the Council will be
informed by the work led by the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly to develop a
methodology for quantifying the GHG impacts of spatial planning policies, (QGasSP, an
ESPON EU research programme) and the forthcoming Development Plan Guidelines or
other national guidance as appropriate.

CDbP CA3
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The Council will quantify the GHG impacts for this County Development Plan when
EMRA guidelines become available and also ensure the Development Plan is consistent
with the approach to climate action recommended in any forthcoming revised Section
28 Development Plan Guidelines or other relevant guidelines and if necessary, vary the
development plan (Consistent with NPO 54 of the NPF and RPO 3.6 of the RSES).

It is a Policy Objective to support high levels of energy conservation, energy efficiency
CDP CA5 and the use of renewable energy sources in existing and new buildings, including retro
fitting of energy efficiency measures in the existing building stock.

It is a Policy Objective to encourage and support the development of solar energy
infrastructure, including photo voltaic (PV) and solar thermal and seasonal storage
facilities infrastructure in appropriate locations, as a renewable energy resource which
CDP CA13 can contribute to the transition to a low carbon climate resilient County.

It is also a policy objective to support Ireland’s renewable energy commitments by
facilitating utility scale PV installations for the production of electricity provided they do
not negatively impact upon the environmental quality, amenity or heritage of the area.

It is Policy Objective to support the use of efficient energy storage systems and
infrastructure that supports energy efficiency and reusable energy system optimization,

CDP CAl14 . . . .
in accordance with proper planning and sustainable development when these are
undertaken in an environmentally acceptable manner.
That increased delivery of housing throughout the County will be subject to the
Strategic Policy Objective to:

e Align with the provisions of the National Planning Framework and the Eastern and
Midlands Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

e Accord with the Core Strategy set out in Chapter 2, the Housing Strategy and
Housing Needs Demand Assessment for the County in Appendix 2 and/or the

CbpP PHP1 provisions of the future Regional Housing Need Demand Assessment.

e Embed the concept of neighbourhood and community into the spatial planning of
the County by supporting and creating neighbourhoods and ensuring that
residential development is delivered in tandem with the appropriate
commensurate enabling infrastructure, including access to sustainable
neighbourhood infrastructure, sustainable modes of transport, quality open space
and recreation, and employment opportunities.

It is a Policy Objective to:

e Protect and improve existing sustainable neighbourhood infrastructure as
appropriate.

CDP PHP2 e Facilitate the provision of new sustainable neighbourhood infrastructure that is
accessible and inclusive for a range of users consistent with RPO 9.13 and RPO 9.14
of the RSES.

e Encourage the provision of multi-functional facilities, space and lands in the
delivery and/or improvement of sustainable neighbourhood infrastructure.

It is a Policy Objective to:
CDP PHP3 e Plan for communities in accordance with the aims, objectives and principles of

‘Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas’ and the accompanying
‘Urban Design Manual — A Best Practice Guide’ and any amendment thereof.
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e Ensure that an appropriate level supporting neighbourhood infrastructure is
provided or that lands are reserved for Sustainable Neighbourhood Infrastructure
(SNI), in conjunction with, and as an integral component of, residential
development in new residential communities as identified in the Core Strategy
(see Figure 2.9, Chapter 2).

e Identify, provide and/or improve (as appropriate) supporting sustainable
neighbourhood infrastructure in tandem with residential development in
renewal/redevelopment areas and existing residential neighbourhoods.

e Create healthy and attractive places to live consistent with NPO 4 of the NPF and
RPO 9.10 of the RSES.

CbP

PHP4

It is a Policy Objective to:

e Implement a strategy for resident development based on a concept of sustainable
urban villages.

e Promote and facilitate the provision ‘10-minute’ neighbourhoods.

CDP

T1

It is a Policy Objective to actively support sustainable modes of transport and ensure
that land use and zoning are aligned with the provision and development of high quality
public transport systems. (Consistent with NSO 1, NPO 26 of the NPF, 64, RPO 4.40, 5.3,
8.1 and Guiding Principles on Integration of Land Use and Transport of the RSES)

CDP

T12

It is a Policy Objective to maintain and expand the footway and pedestrian route
network to provide for accessible, safe pedestrian routes within the County in
accordance with best accessibility practice. (Consistent with NPO 27 and 64 of the NPF
and RPO 5.3 of the RSES)

CDP

T13

It is a Policy Objective to secure improvements to the County Cycle Network in
accordance with the Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Cycle Network Review whilst supporting
the NTA on the development and implementation of the Greater Dublin Area Cycle
Network Plan 2013 and subsequent revisions, subject to environmental assessment and
route feasibility. (Consistent with RPO 5.2, 5.3 of the RSES).

CbP

T21

It is a Policy Objective to liaise with the Park and Ride Office of the NTA to facilitate the
provision of Park and Ride facilities, both short term and long term and to provide
suitable electric charging structures and adequate cycle parking, in appropriate
locations along strategic transport corridors, including Woodbrook and Carrickmines
and other suitable sites to be identified with the NTA Park and Ride Office, subject to
the outcome of environmental assessment and planning approval. (Consistent with RPO
8.14 of the RSES)

CDP

T23

It is a Policy Objective, in conjunction and co-operation with other transport bodies and
authorities such as the Tll and the NTA, to secure improvements to the County road
network — including improved pedestrian and cycle facilities, subject to the outcome of
environmental assessment (SEA, EIA and AA), flood risk assessment and the planning
process (RPO 8.10, RPO 8.16)

CbP

E20

It is a Policy Objective to support the transition to a low carbon economy.
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5. MITIGATION MEASURES

This section compiles the most relevant mitigation measures that have been embedded/incorporated into the
Draft LAP in order to mitigate against potential adverse effects to European sites as identified above. The Draft
LAP was prepared in an iterative manner whereby the Draft LAP and AA documents have informed subsequent
versions of the other. These mitigation measures ensure that there will be no adverse effects to the integrity of
any European site from implementation of the Draft LAP.

The Draft LAP development process was carried out in parallel with the SEA and AA processes. Regular
communication and interaction took place between the environmental assessment teams and the plan
development team. Environmental considerations that came to light during the SEA and AA processes, including
consultation processes, were regularly communicated to the Plan-making team.

A strong level of ‘embedded’ environmental mitigation was present in the Draft LAP to mitigate potential
adverse effects on European sites. Environmental mitigation measures applicable to the Plan area were also
already defined in the higher-order CDP. The embedded mitigation in the Draft LAP, and the relevant mitigatory
policy/objectives defined in the DLR CDP, serve to prevent and minimize potential adverse effects to European
sites that may occur during Plan implementation.

Where necessary, additional environmental mitigation, in the form of policy/text additions, were integrated
into the Draft LAP to further mitigate potential adverse effects on European sites. This process was carried out
in an iterative manner to ensure optimal Plan-making and environmental outcomes.

Environmental mitigation measures embedded in the Draft LAP to mitigate adverse effects on European sites
are presented in Table 5-1.

Environmental mitigation measures defined in the DLR CDP that will serve to mitigate adverse effects on
European sites due to implementation of the Draft LAP are presented in Table 5-2.

Additional text clarifying the approaches to protecting European sites from adverse effects due to Plan
implementation has been attached to a number of Draft LAP policies. These text additions are itemised and
presented in Table 5-3 and have been fully integrated into the Draft LAP.

Due to the inter-relationship between various environmental components, environmental mitigation measures
defined for one component can also serve to benefit other environmental components.
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Policy/Objective

(OCLAP59

It is Policy to ensure the implementation of the surface water legislation ‘Environmental Objectives (Surface
\Waters) Regulations 2009’ to ensure that development permitted will not have an unacceptable impact on
water quality including surface waters, ground water, river corridors, estuarine waters, bathing waters,
coastal and transitional waters. Development within the Draft Plan area shall comply with the Policies and
Objectives of the dIr County Development Plan relating to protection of existing water and drainage
infrastructure.

(OCLAP58

It is Policy to:

e Ensure the protection of groundwater resources and associated habitats and species in accordance
with the EU Groundwater Directive. All new planning applications within the LAP area shall have regard
to the likely impacts the proposed development may have on groundwater resources.

e Ensure that planning applications take into account any existing groundwater protection schemes and
groundwater source protection zones and/or the likely impacts that the development may have on|
groundwater.

(OCLAP55

It is Policy to facilitate compliance with the requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive and any
relevant legislation. In this regard, the Council will facilitate compliance with the relevant objectives and
measures set out in the ongoing ‘River Basin Management Plan’ (2022- 2028) and associated Programme of
Measures, where relevant.

Applications for development under this LAP must demonstrate that the proposal for development would not
adversely affect a water body’s ability to meet its objectives under the Water Framework Directive,
individually as a result of the proposed development or cumulatively, in combination with other
developments.

(OCLAP26

It is a Policy, where practicable and possible, to protect existing green infrastructure and encourage and
facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the creation, management, restoration and
enhancement of our natural and semi natural areas.

GIB13

It is an Objective to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the biodiversity associated
with watercourses and their riparian (bankside) habitats, in line with the overarching objectives set out in the
dIr County Development Plan 2022-2028.

OCLAP41

It is Policy to require that the approach to existing and proposed trees throughout the Draft Plan area is
consistent with the dir Tree Strategy ‘A Climate for Trees 2024-2030’, to ensure that the tree cover is
managed, and developed to optimise the environmental, climatic and educational benefits, which derive
from an ‘urban forest’, and holistic ‘urban forestry’ approach.

GIB4

It It is an Objective to seek to:

e Protect, preserve, restore and enhance ecological connectivity within the Draft Plan area and beyond
and to restore and mitigate fragmentation of ecological corridors.

e Encourage the design and function of green infrastructure to support the movement of species across
the area.

e Facilitate the creation of new wildlife corridors within new development sites that connect to the wider
landscape, as part of the development management process for planning applications in the Draft Plan
area.

GIB7

It is an Objective to protect and maintain important trees and hedgerows within the Draft Plan area, where
practicable, and to promote native tree/hedgerow enhancement and planting. The retention and protection
of existing trees / woodlands / hedgerows shall accord with the requirements of the dir County Development
Plan 2022-2028.

GIB9

It is an Objective to:

e Require that where the boundaries of sites incorporate or are adjacent to existing trees and hedgerows
to be retained, these shall be utilised as part of the boundary.

e Encourage the retention of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments to prevent loss and
fragmentation, where practically possible.

GIB8

It is an Objective to promote and encourage planting of native tree and hedgerow species and to provide
sufficient buffer to allow for wildlife corridors in new developments across the Draft Plan area.
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GIB6

It is an Objective that the design of lighting within the Draft Plan area should seek to minimise light pollution
and adverse effects on bat species, badgers and otters.

(OCLAP38

It is Policy to protect and preserve the Ballyman Glen site as a designated Special Areas of Conservation and
proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

(OCLAP39

It is Policy that any development proposals with the potential to impact on the Ballyman Glen SAC or any
Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the area shall be assessed collaboratively at
planning application stage by a hydrogeologist/hydrologist and ecologist and shall take cognisance of the
requirement to maintain the rate, quality and general areas where groundwater recharge occurs in order to
maintain or enhance the recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or|
any other GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-specific assessment shall be required for development
proposals situated in the catchment area for GWDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have the potential to
impact groundwater through emissions, abstraction or changes to hydrogeological/hydrological regimes.
IAppropriate cognizance shall be had to potential connections and interactions between surface water and
groundwater.

GIB14

It is an Objective in accordance with the Green Infrastructure Strategy of the dir County Development Plan
2022 - 2028 to seek opportunities where appropriate to open up culverted elements of watercourses, to
facilitate weir removal where appropriate and reconnect the riverine habitats. Any such proposals shall have
regard to SFRA and Appropriate

IAssessment requirements.

(OCLAP40

It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys are undertaken at project level to inform development
decisions, in accordance with the requirements of the dIr County Development Plan 2022-2028.

GIB11

It is an Objective that:
e  Proposals for strategic infrastructure include an appropriate level of tree/hedgerow planting.

e The provision of new strategic infrastructure is subject to environmental constraints, including
those related to habitats and potential impacts such as disturbance from lighting. Examples of
project level mitigation will include minimising river crossings, avoiding sensitive habitats, not
increasing barriers to flood waters and sustainable design and construction techniques.

GIB12

It is an Objective to support and promote tree planting and urban greening as part of the public realm at Old
Connaught.

GIB15

It is an Objective that proposals for development demonstrate at preplanning and application stage how
biodiversity has informed scheme layout and design. Applicants are encouraged, where appropriate, to pilot
the Biodiversity Net Gain Approach (BNG) for development.

(OCLAP42

It is a Policy to ensure biodiversity is factored into nature based solutions when developing proposals within
the Draft Plan area.

P23-328

www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 57 of 64



Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
Old Connaught Local Area Plan 2025 |
Natura Impact Report

Policy / Objective
Reference

Policy / Objective

CS10

It is a Policy Objective to implement a programme for the preparation of Local Area Plans and
to prioritise areas in accordance with the overarching strategic objectives of the Core
Strategy including those areas which are experiencing and/or likely to experience large scale
development or regeneration.

PHP24

It is a Policy Objective to protect the green belt areas and restrict residential development.

T23

It is a Policy Objective, in conjunction and co-operation with other transport bodies and
Quthorities such as the Tll and the NTA, to secure improvements to the County road network
— including improved pedestrian and cycle facilities, subject to the outcome of environmental
assessment (SEA, EIA and AA), flood risk assessment and the planning process (RPO 8.10,
RPO 8.16)

T25

It is a Policy Objective that where projects for new roads, identified under Section 5.8, are
not already provided for by existing plans/ programme or are not already permitted, that the
feasibility of progressing these projects shall be examined, taking into account environmental
sensitivities as identified in the SEA Environmental Report (including greenhouse gas
emissions and other emissions to air) and the objectives of the Plan relating to sustainable
mobility. A Corridor and Route Selection Process will be undertaken where appropriate, for
relevant new road infrastructure in two stages: Stage 1 — Route Corridor Identification,
Evaluation and Selection and Stage 2 — Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection. In
implementing this Objective, the Council will comply with any national policy or guidelines
issued relating to the assessment of greenhouse gas emissions and other emissions to air for
new transport projects.

127

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that traffic noise levels are considered as part of new
developments along major roads/rail lines in accordance with best practice guidelines.

E20

It is a Policy Objective to support the transition to a low carbon economy.

GI1B4

It is Policy Objective to conserve and enhance existing High Amenity Zones and to seek to
manage these and other areas to absorb further recreational uses and activity without
damaging their unique character

GIB12

It is a Policy Objective to promote, protect and enhance sustainable and appropriate access
to the natural heritage of the County, where practicable, in a balanced way while protecting
the natural heritage of the County.

GIB18

It is a Policy Objective to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular, the
natural heritage of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and Internationally
important and EU designated sites - such as Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of
Conservations (SACs), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs) and Ramsar sites (wetlands)
- as well as non-designated areas of high nature conservation value known as locally
important areas which also serve as ‘Stepping Stones’ for the purposes of Article 10 of the
Habitats Directive.

GIB19

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity, including
European Sites that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with relevant EU
Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines.
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GIB21

It is a Policy Objective to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural Heritage
Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council policy to
promote the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’ conservation status of
habitats and species within these areas.

GIB22

It is a Policy Objective to protect and promote the conservation of biodiversity in areas of
natural heritage importance outside Designated Areas and to ensure that notable sites,
habitats and features of biodiversity importance - including species protected under the
\Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000, the Birds Directive 1979, the Habitats Directive 1992, Birds and
Habitats Regulations 2011, Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, Annex | habitats, local important
areas, wildlife corridors and rare species - are adequately protected. Ecological assessments
will be carried out for all developments in areas that support, or have potential to support,
features of biodiversity importance or rare and protected species and appropriate
mitigation/ avoidance measures will be implemented. In implementing this policy, regard
shall be had to the Ecological Network, including the forthcoming DLR Wildlife Corridor Plan,
and the recommendations and objectives of the Green City Guidelines (2008) and ‘Ecological
Guidance Notes for Local Authorities and Developers’ (Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Version
2014).

GIB23

It is a Policy Objective to protect the Ecological Network which will be integrated into the
updated Green Infrastructure Strategy and will align with the DLR County Biodiversity Action
Plan. Creating this network throughout the County will also improve the ecological coherence
of the Natura 2000 network in accordance with Article 10 of the Habitats Directive. The
network will also include non-designated sites.

G1B24

It is a Policy Objective to maintain and protect the natural character and ecological value of
the river and stream corridors in the County and where possible to enhance existing channels
and to encourage diversity of habitat and nature-based solutions that incorporate
biodiversity features. It is also policy (subject to the sensitivity of the riverside habitat), to
provide public access to riparian corridors, to promote improved passive recreational
activities.

GIB25

It is a Policy Objective to retain and protect hedgerows in the County from development,
which would impact adversely upon them. In addition, the Council will promote the
protection of existing site boundary hedgerows and where feasible require the retention of
these when considering a grant of planning permission for all developments. The Council will
promote the County’s hedgerows by increasing coverage, where possible, using locally native
species and to develop an appropriate code of practice for road hedgerow maintenance. The
Council will promote the protection of existing hedgerows when considering a grant of
planning permission for all developments.

GI1B28

It is a Policy Objective to prepare an ‘Invasive Alien Species Action Plan’ for the County which
will include actions in relation to Invasive Alien Species (IAS) surveys, management and
treatment and to also ensure that proposals for development do not lead to the spread or
introduction of invasive species. If developments are proposed on sites where invasive
species are or were previously present, the applicants will be required to submit a control
and management program for the particular invasive species as part of the planning process
and to comply with the provisions of the European Communities Birds and Habitats
Regulations 2011 (S.1. 477/2011).
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Policy / Objective
Reference

Policy / Objective

EI3

It is a Policy Objective that all new developments in areas served by a public foul sewerage
network connect to the public sewerage system, either directly or indirectly. It is a Policy
Objective to promote the changeover from septic tanks to collection networks where this is
feasible and to strongly discourage the provision of individual septic tanks and domestic
wastewater treatment systems in order to minimise the risk of groundwater and surface
water pollution. It is a Policy Objective to prohibit multiple dwelling units discharging to
communal wastewater treatment systems.

El4

It is a Policy Objective to require all development proposals to provide a separate foul and
surface water drainage system — where practicable. (Consistent with RPO 10.12)

EI5

It is a Policy Objective:

ITo ensure the delivery of the relevant policies and objectives of the River Basin Management
Plan for Ireland 2018 — 2021 and any subsequent plan, including those relating to protection
of water status, improvement of water status, prevention of deterioration and meeting
objectives for designated protected sites.

ITo support Irish Water in its implementation of Water Quality Management Plans for ground,
surface, coastal and estuarine waters as part of the implementation of the EU Water
Framework Directive. To support Irish Water in the development of Drinking Water
Protection Plans.

EI7

It is a Policy Objective to require that all developments relating to water supply and
wastewater treatment are subject to screening for Appropriate Assessment to ensure there
are no likely significant effects on the integrity, defined by the structure and function, of any
European sites and that the requirements of Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive are met.
(Consistent with RPO 10.7 of the RSES).

EI8

It is a Policy Objective to ensure the protection of the groundwater resources in and around
the County and associated habitats and species in accordance with the Groundwater
Directive 2006/118/EC and the European Communities Environmental Objectives
(Groundwater) Regulations, 2010. In this regard, the Council will support the implementation
of Irish Water’s Water Safety Plans to protect sources of public water supply and their
contributing catchment.

EI10

It is a Policy Objective to work alongside Irish Water to minimise the number and frequency
of storm overflows of sewage to watercourses and to establish, in co-operation with the
adjoining Local Authorities and Irish Water, a consistent approach to the design,
improvement and management of these intermittent discharges to ensure that the needs of
the Region’s receiving waters are met in a cost effective manner.

El14

It is a Policy Objective:

ITo implement the provisions of national and EU Directives on air and noise pollution and
other relevant legislative requirements in conjunction with other agencies as appropriate.
(Consistent with RPO 10.10 of the RSES) To maintain and manage a Dublin County ambient
dir quality monitoring network in conjunction with the EPA and Tll and to make available to
the public the resulting air quality measurements via the EPA website
www.epa.ie/air/quality. To support the implementation of objectives of the ‘Dublin
Agglomeration Environmental Noise Action Plan 2018-2023’.

EI15

It is a Policy Objective to ensure that the design of external lighting schemes minimise the
incidence of light spillage or pollution in the immediate surrounding environment and has

due regard to the residential amenity of surrounding areas.
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Reference

Policy / Objective

It is a Policy Objective to implement the provisions of water pollution abatement measures in
EI16 accordance with national and EU Directives and other legislative requirements in conjunction
with other agencies as appropriate.
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Policy/Objective

Amendments (shown in Red text)

OCLAP40 |It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys |It is Policy to ensure adequate ecological surveys,
are undertaken at project level to inform and, where necessary, ecological impact
development decisions, in accordance with the [assessments, are undertaken at project level to
requirements of the dIr County Development Planjinform development decisions, in accordance
2022-2028. with the requirements of the dIr County

Development Plan 2022-2028.

OCLAP57 |Itis Policy: It is Policy:

e To promote the use of Sustainable Urban] e To promote the use and appropriate
Drainage Systems (SuDS) to manage surface maintenance of Sustainable Urban Drainage
and groundwater regimes sustainably. Systems (SuDS) to manage surface and
These should be applied to all groundwater regimes sustainably. These
developments, including new road and should be applied to all developments,
public spaces, in line with Appendix 7 (7.1 including new road and public spaces, in line
and 7.2) of the dIr County Development Plan with Appendix 7 (7.1 and 7.2) of the dIr|
2022-2028, to suit individual site layouts| County Development Plan 2022-2028, to
and local ground conditions. suit individual site layouts and local ground

e Design of SuDS Systems should be in conditions.
accordance with the Greater Dublinl e Design and maintenance of SuDS Systems
Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) and the should be in accordance with the Greater|
CIRIA SUDS Manual. The proposed networks Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS)
should be designed in accordance with and the CIRIA SUDS Manual. The proposed
Appendix 7 (7.1 and 7.2) of the dIr County networks should be designed in accordance
Development Plan 2022-2028, CIRIA C753 with Appendix 7 (7.1 and 7.2) of the dIr|
‘The SuDS Manual’ and the Greater Dublin County Development Plan 2022-2028, CIRIA|
Strategic Drainage Systems (GDSDS). C753 ‘The SuDS Manual’ and the Greater

e The primary regional pond to serve the Old Dublin Strategic Drainage Systems (GDSDS).
Connaught area shall be provided at lands| e The primary regional pond to serve the Old
identified in Figure 10.6. An additional, Connaught area shall be provided at lands
secondary and smaller attenuation pond identified in Figure 10.6. An additional,
should be provided at lands identified in secondary and smaller attenuation pond
Figure 10.6. These ponds will provide should be provided at lands identified in
storage to meet attenuation requirements Figure 10.6. These ponds will provide
for the 1% AED and provide the final stage storage to meet attenuation requirements
of treatment for water runoff prior to for the 1% AED and provide the final stage
discharge to the public network/stream of treatment for water runoff prior to
outside of the Old Connaught LAP area. The discharge to the public network/stream
ponds may provide amenity and outside of the Old Connaught LAP area. The
biodiversity benefits in accordance with ponds may provide amenity and
best design practice. biodiversity benefits in accordance with

e To pilot and test new green infrastructure best design practice.
installations in the public realm to boost
biodiversity and improve surface water
management, including the use off
permeable materials for surfaces, green
roofs and the provision of storm water tree
trenches / pit.
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Policy/Objective

e To support the development of soft
landscaping in public open spaces and
parks, where feasible in accordance with
the principles of Sustainable Drainage

Systems (SuDS).

Amendments (shown in Red text)

e To pilot and test new green infrastructure
installations in the public realm to boost
biodiversity and improve surface water|
management, including the use of
permeable materials for surfaces, green
roofs and the provision of storm water tree

trenches / pit.

To support the development of soft
landscaping in public open spaces and
parks, where feasible in accordance with
the principles of Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS).

OCLAP39 |[Itis Policy that any development proposals with |It is Policy that any development proposals with
the potential to impact on the Ballyman Glen SAC tthe potential to impact on the Ballyman Glen SAC
or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial or any Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial
Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the area shall be Ecosystems (GWDTE) within the area shall be
assessed collaboratively at planning application [assessed collaboratively at planning application
stage by a hydrogeologist and ecologist and shall [stage by a hydrogeologist/hydrologist and
take cognisance of the requirement to maintain |ecologist and shall take cognisance of the
the rate, quality and general areas where requirement to maintain the rate, quality and
groundwater recharge occurs in order to maintainijgeneral areas where groundwater recharge
or enhance the recharge supplying the occurs in order to maintain or enhance the
groundwaterdependent habitats of the Ballyman [recharge supplying the groundwaterdependent
Glen SAC or any other GWDTEs within the area. |habitats of the Ballyman Glen SAC or any other

GWDTEs within the area. Detailed site-specific
assessment shall be required for development
proposals situated in the catchment area for
GWNDTE situated in Ballyman Glen SAC that have
the potential to impact groundwater through
emissions, abstraction or changes to
hydrogeological/hydrological regimes.
Appropriate cognizance shall be had to potential
connections and interactions between surface
water and groundwater.
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CLIENT: Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council

PROJECT NAME: Local Area Plan | .

SECTION: Natura Impact Report

6. CONCLUSION

An AA Screening and NIR were carried out for the Draft Old Connaught Local Area Plan. If unmitigated, the
implementation of the Draft LAP has the potential to result in adverse effects on the integrity of the following
European Sites:

° Ballyman Glen SAC

° Knocksink Wood SAC

° Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC

° Wicklow Mountains SPA

° Dalkey Islands SPA

° South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA
° The Murrough SPA

° North Bull Island SPA

o North-west Irish Sea SPA

° Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA

The risks to the safeguarding and integrity of the qualifying interests, special conservation interests and
conservation objectives of the European sites have been addressed by the inclusion of mitigation measures that
will prioritise the avoidance of adverse effects in the first place and mitigate adverse effects where these cannot
be avoided. In addition, all lower-level plans and projects arising through the implementation of the Draft LAP
will themselves be subject to AA when further details of design and location are known.

In-combination effects from interactions with other plans and projects was considered in the assessment and
the mitigation measures incorporated into the plan are seen to be robust to ensure there will be no adverse
effects as a result of the implementation of the Draft LAP either alone or in-combination with other
plans/projects.

Having incorporated mitigation measures, it is concluded that the Draft Old Connaught LAP is not foreseen to
give rise to any adverse effects on designated European sites, alone or in combination with other plans or
projects®. This evaluation is made in view of the conservation objectives of the habitats or species, for which
these sites have been designated.

The AA process is ongoing and be concluded at adoption of the Final LAP.

4 Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be: a) no alternative solution available, b)
imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the plan to proceed; and c) Adequate compensatory measures in place.
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DESIGNING AND DELIVERING
A SUSTAINABLE FURTURE

APPENDIX

Defining Zone of Influence



Release of pollutants and sedimentation to watercourses with hydrological connectivity to European sites

As a precautionary approach in defining the ecological receptors that may be affected, all European sites
hydrologically connected (i.e. whereby there is potential for surface water from a Plan area or project to runoff
directly into a watercourse or drain which flows into a European Site) to the subject Plan area were identified
during the assessment.

Potential effects to groundwater / hydrogeology

In accordance with the 'Guidance on Assessing the Impacts of Development Proposals on Groundwater
Abstractions and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems, Land Use Planning System SEPA Guidance
Note 31'(2017) a 250 m potential zone of influence from the Plan area was considered in assessing the potential
for interaction with Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE).

Potential effect to mobile SCI's from surrounding SPAs

The assessment has considered the potential pathways for effects on bird species based on the following
principles: Generally, the core foraging range for SCI birds species is less than 15km. However, SNH (2016)° core
foraging range for some geese species can be larger. Namely:

e Greylag goose Core range of 15-20km* Greylag Geese feed mostly on cereal stubble and grassland in
their wintering areas.
e Barnacle goose Core range of 15km, with maximum recorded distance of up to 25km.

Therefore, as a precautionary approach in defining the ecological receptors that may be affected, all SPA's
within 15 km and SPA's within 25 km designed for Greylag and Barnacle Geese were examined using Geographic
Information System (GIS) mapping. The conservation objectives of these European sites were assessed to
identify potential physical or ecological connectivity to the Plan area having regard to the habitats within the
subject lands and the surrounding area.

European sites geographically overlapping or adjacent to the Plan area

All European sites geographically overlapping or adjacent to the Plan area were considered in the assessment.

The Institute of Air Quality Management ‘Guidance on the Assessment of dust from demolition and
construction’ (Holman et al, 2014)° states that for sensitive ecological receptors, sensitivity to dust is ‘High’ up
to 20m from the source and reduces to ‘Medium’ over 50m from the source. Holman et al, 2014 also stipulates
that trackout’ may occur from roads up to 500 m from large sites, 200 m from medium sites and 50 m from
small sites. Dust from soiling (excavation works) can occur up to 25 m, 50 m and 100 m, at minor, moderate,
and major construction sites respectively (NRA, 2011).

The disturbance response of birds (e.g., becoming alert or a flight response) can vary depending on season,
species sensitivity, and weather. Goodship and Furness (2022)8 provides estimates of species-specific buffer
zones to protect birds from human disturbance during breeding and non-breeding seasons. Therefore, a
disturbance Zone of Influence of 1 km is adopted on the basis of the disturbance distances review.

5 Scottish Natural Heritage. (2016). Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPAs) Guidance.

6 Holman et al (2014). IAQM Guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and construction, Institute of Air Quality
Management, London. www.iagm.co.uk/text/guidance/construction-dust-2014.pdf.

7 The movement of dust and dirt from a construction/demolition site onto the public road network.

8 Goodship, N.M. and Furness, R.W. (MacArthur Green) Disturbance Distances Review: An updated literature review of
disturbance distances of selected bird species. NatureScot Research Report 1283.



Other emission sources associated with the Plan area likely to be more localised than the distances stated for
noise impacts and are assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Considering the nature of the Plan, a precautionary Zol of 2 km has been adopted.

Disturbance and potential spread of invasive species

Invasive species can spread to other habitats by the transportation of plant fragments or soil containing seeds
/ plan material. This typically can occur during excavation and vegetation clearance. Machinery, vehicles and
personnel coming into contact with infected areas can spread these species outside of the site. The Zol of this
potential impact requires the consideration of European sites in close proximity to the footprint of works. As a
precautionary approach a Zol of 2 km has been adopted.
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DESIGNING AND DELIVERING
A SUSTAINABLE FURTURE

APPENDIX 4

Background Information to
European Sites
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